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PREFACE. 



Thx object of the following pages is not to exhibit skill 
in metaphTsieal reasoning or labored argumentation — 
neither is it to gratify the taste with a yariety of rhetorical 
figures and flights of imagination — nor do we expect to 
8tartl4 with noyelties, — none of these. Ova aim is solely to 
honor the God of truth, by presenting some of those things 
which He hath reyealed, and showing the harmony between 
them and existing facts. Many traditions have been sub- 
stituted in the place of plain literal statements of Scripture, 
which haye tended to blind the mind and lead into mysti- 
cism and darkness. 

It is truly delightful to trace the histwy of our world, 
and mark how strikingly sacred predietiMiuiiiBiipeniing it 
have all been fulfilled. And, with'suc^a^SlN^ can 
we entertain the least doubt that eyery aunouiQlmnt rel- 
atiye to the future, will, in the same manner be realijwd ? 
" Facts are stubborn things," and we haye these in abun- 
dance to proye the authenticity of Scripture. Those there- 
fore who will not rely upon such eyidence and doubt the 
fullfilment of future predictions — must be of that class who 
who " Love darkness rather than lights because their dAM^ 
are eyil." 



IV PREFACE. 

The Past^ Present, and Future as relating to the history 
of Man, is indeed a vast field to explore. It would require 
volumes of no ordinary size to cover the ground in its full 
extent Of course but a small portion can be exhibited in 
a volume of the size of here presented. To give a concise 
view, or draw the outlines as it were, in a manner that 
shall seem harmonious, is all that we have attempted. 
There may be some students of Prophecy who are looking 
with an eager eye into the future, dissatisfied that cominj; 
events, particularly relative to the "thousand years" are 
not described with more minuteness. But^ as before ex- 
pressed, an outline is all we have aimed to accomplish. If 
any by means of this effort shall have an interest awakened 
to give a more particular examination to these momentous 
subjects, and even a few are led to ascribe glory to Him 
who is worthy of all adoration, it will abundantly com- 
pensate the labor and answer the fervent prayers of 

The Avthob. 
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To study the phenomena relating to the solar 
system, or the vast number of worlds that are revolving 
through immensity, is a rational employment, and one 
that; is foR of interest to an intelligent being. And 
i£, as reason seems to indicate, these worlds are Hie 
abodes of sentient existences, where is the inquiring 
mind that would not be greatly delighted to become 
acquainted with theur circumstances and destmy — and 
would cheerfully submit to the most diligent research 
for the sake of acquiring such knowledge ? Yet to us, 
as hxmian beings, how can all this compare in point of 
interest with a knowledge of the planet which we 
inhabit — this small speck in creation denominated — 
the Earth — to know all that can be known of its 
history and destiny, because our own are so closely 
linked with them ! And yet^ how few comparatively, 
manifest any interest in a subject of such great im- 
portance. There are those it is true, who pride them- 
selves upon being historians, who take pleasure in 
tracing the rise and faU of kingdoms^ and the annak 
of nations, but there, theii mojam^^ «fe «^"«sv«^— - 
Profane history alone bevag Vh«a %\3a.^>^'®2t 
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edge is exceedingly limited. They have but a few 
links, as it were, of that great chain which connectB 
the Past, Present and Future into one harmonious 
whole. The entire Future is to them a sealed book, 
while with regard to even the past they are not unfre- 
quently compelled to the inquiry — Why are these 
things so ? 

There are undoubtedly but few intelligent minds to 
be found who do not entertain the opinion, that this 
globe which we inhabit, at some former period more 
or less distant, has been in a far different state fi*om 
that which is now exhibited. That the derangement 
visible upon every portion of its surface has inevitably 
resulted from some cause or causes that were not in 
operation at the commencement of its existence. All 
will agree that something has tended to mar what 
reason afiSrms was originally harmonious and perfect 
itt its arrangement Geologists have proved it, scien- 
tific men of all classes affirm it^ and we may well 
consider it an established point And What is this 
perverting cause? is the inquiry that naturally suggests 
itself to the mind. Heathen or infidel philosophy 
endeavor in vain to give an answer. There is a 
mysticism in their solutions which involve the mind 
in darkness, that is more annoying than even the 
utmost suspense. And in vain do we appeal to any 
Aaman source for tnie knowledge upon the point — 
J^erelaUon alone wnfolds the TOystety. "VJipon ^'^ 
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of that pare word, claimiiig to be divine, and 
bearing most evidently the stamp of its heavenly ori- 
gin -^ among those living oracles that were indited by 
**holy men of Gtod as they were moved by the Spirit," 
we find the solution, clear as the noon-day sun, and 
all who will may have their doubts dispelled. 

We cast our eye also to the future, and the questicm 
arises, will our earth still continue to roll on in its 
present condition through .even unnumbered ages, or 
will its existence terminate? This too remains iman- 
swered by every effort of human wisdom. But the 
same inspired word is a "^ Light that shineth into a 
dark place" — even the mysterious future, making 
known the destiny of the earth and its inhabitants for 
ages hence, yea for an interminable period. Thistlien 
we hesitate not to affirm, is the only true source oi 
knowledge relative to the origin and final destiny ci 
our world, and we shall therefore adopt it as our guide 
in the presentation of truth, trusting to its Author for 
aid, flind anticipate a happy result only as His blessing 
shall attend it 

In contemplating the primeval condition of our worid 
we shall commence with a few thoughts relative to 

ITS ORIGIN. 

At the very opening of the sacred volume^ we find, 
the clear and simple statemfiaX. ^iJMcV lu \;W.t"becfw«ws«^^ 
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God created the heave^u and the earth. And wBa 
is the Being that thus lays claim to the authorship of 
this work? He has condescended to announce him- 
self to us as *^The High and Lofty One inhabiting 
Eternity, whose name us Holy, The mighty Ood 
even Jehovah^ The great I Am, The blessed and 
only Potentate — King of Kings and Lord of Lords^ 
Who only hath Immortality ^ dwelling in the light 
which no man can approach unto ; whom no man 
hath seen nor can see. The King eternal, immor- 
tal, invisible — the only wise Ood — merciful and 
graeiouSt slow to anger and of great kindness, and 
edntndant in goodness and truth — whose throne is 
Heaven and footstool earth — great, and we know 
Him not, neither is the number of His years searched 
out — who sitteth upon the circle of the Earth, and 
the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers — who 
hath measured the waters in the hollow of His 
hand, meted oitt Heaven with a span, comprehended 
the dust of the Earth inja mecmtre, weighed the 
mountains in scales, avd the htHs in a balance — the 
First and the Last, and beside whom there is no 
Oodr Such is the august^ and wondarful Being, 
who, hy his own mighty energies, waked into existence 
all created things. ^ He spake and it was done^ He 
commanded, and it stood fast" Out of confusion 
He brought <mier— -out of def(»rmity, most exquisite 
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Oelflitlal Bpirits paused to see 

What work was wroa^ht by Deit j ; 

A startling yoice the silence broke— 

" Let there be Light I'' The Almighty spoke» 

And rays resplendent darted o'er 

This new made earth — 'Twas night no more , 

The joyous waters leaped in might, 

And seraphs touted with delight I 

He made every plant and leaf of the field, every 
tree and its fruit And He it was who imparted the 
" breath of life " to every living thing that inhabiteth 
air, earth, and water. Above all, that raaster-pieoe 
of workmanship, — Man, came forth at the bidding 
of His word, out of the dust of the ground, a livings 
thinking, rational being ; yea, the very image of his 
aathor. To whom was given the dominion over all 
the earth. . Not as an arbitrary sovereign, but as 
chief intelligence, to guide the inferior creation, and 
thus preserve that consistent harmony which is stri- 
kingly^characteristic of all Jehovah's works. Such 
was the origin of our earth and its inhabitants! 
/^ according to the only true light that is afforded us 
It is simple^ and by this Yerj simplicity, is rendered 
the more interesting and worthy of credence. Those 
who adopt the vagaries of fancy, or tlie blind move- 
ments of chance, can have their choice. Far better 
is it indeed, to tread in the footsteps of those illustrious 
worthies, who "Through faith understood thai tb^ 
worlds were framei by fti^ uDotd oj Ot^ '^ "^^^^^ 
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things which are seen were not made of things that 
do appear." Let us believe^ and so be wise. 

We are now prepared to consider the original 
condition 

OF THE EARTH ITSELF. 

Throughout the vast works of creation, amid those 
myriads of worlds which science has unfolded to our 
vision, we behold order and beauty, evincing a per- 
fection of skill and wisdom in their great author, 
infinitely transcending that which is portrayed in the 
proudest efforts of human genius or art There is 
symmetay and adaptation in every part, forcing the 
inevitable conclusion, that whatever comes from the 
Divine hand is without a shadow of blemish. We 
see this^dso amid the ruins of our own once lovely 
planet What striking beauty is visible in the unnum- 
bered variety of flowers that adorn the earth. The 
eye is delighted with them. Yet this is not all ; a 
soi^eis imparted to us that is perfeetly adapted to en- 
joy their fragrance, and thus the pleasure derived is 
exoealhgly enhanced, evincing great wisdom and be. 
nevolenoe of "design. Look also at earth's verdant 
carpet Were it of a dismal hue, or one so brilliant 
as to dazzle, and our organ of vision the same as at 
jxreBent^ incongruity would at once be visible, marking 
rAe works of the Creator with imperCecWoTu Ow the 
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contrary, how perfectly each is adapted to the other, 
causing that beautiful harmony we so much admire. 

Reason then affirms, without any additional evi- 
dence, that our earth when first completed at the hand 
of the great Architect, was truly beautiful, and in the 
highest state of perfection. But we have also the 
written word to substantiate our position. It is said : 
^ He hath made every thing beautiful in his time, Ecd. 
3. 11. And in that memorable account of the crea- 
tion which is given at the opening of the sacred vol- 
ume, we are told that at the completion of each part 
of the work, God looked upon it and pronouncedj it 
" very good. " Surely then, if He whose eye is capa- 
ble of even infinite discernment— the onl^unerring 
critic in the universe thus decided, there could not 
have been aught of imperfection connected with any 
thing in existence. All was fitted to awaken the high- 
est admiration, and also subservient to some wise end. 

Not even the most minute and apparently inferior 
object was made in vain. Beauty and utility crowned 
every portion of God's sublime creation. We find no 
account of poisonous weeds or pestilential swampa. 
But there were trees of every variety, that « were 
*' pleasant to the sight and good for food," covered 
with luxuriant foliage — Fields, adorned with the rich- 
est verdure — Fountains, with streams gushing forth in 
all their freshness and purity to send abroadr'a^VssisSJsSs&c^w 
influence ;— There loo ^^i&SJci^Oft.^^^^^^^^^^^^^'^^^' 
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grant flower — ^In short, all that can be found in earth^s 
wide domain that is lovely, with the absence of every 
thing Uiat is noxious or impure. 

We have reason to infer that there was orignally 

KG OHANGB OF BEASOITS. 

Upon this point we have no direct scripture testi- 
mony, unless it is that which is spoken prophetically 
of the earth renewed, and as that is to be a restoration 
of the Paradisiacal state, it necessarily furnishes us 
* some ground of proof respecting it — It is said 
<< Theoi shall be nothing to hurt or destroy " in that 
bfiter state. From this we conclude, of course, that 
the cold frosts of winter, or excessive heat that causes 
drought in summmer wiU never be known. 

Also we have language like the following with re- 
ference to the inhabitants of that new earth. — '' They 
shall not hunger nor thirst, neither shall the heat nor 
sun smite them,^ There is enough to lead us to the 
conclusion that these changes will not then be experi- 
enced, and this gives us reason for the descision that 
auch was not the original design of the Creator con- 
cerning our planet We also argue this from the fact 
that instead of administering to the health and hap- 
piness of man, they cause much suffering, are 
ddeterious to the constitution, and greatiy impair 
^a^A the phjrsical and mental energies. Owt v«t^ nv 
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tures shrink from the extremes attendant upon them, 
^ and cry out for perpetual spring. But the question 
may be asked — ^how could this state of things be 
avoided ? The revolution of planets around a oom- 
mon center, is surely one of those laws of nature 
which produces harmony in the universe. How then 
could our earth have been made to revolve around the 
sun without a change of seasons ? 

Professor Dick, a man of deep research, and one 
who has added much to our knowledge respecting 
the material universe, has proven most clearly in one 
of his interesting philososhical works — ^that were the 
axis of the earth perpencUaUar to the plane of its or- 
bit, there would be perpetual spring. And as this 
obliquity of the axis seems inconsistent with that or- 
der which pervades the universe, he concludes that at 
soma time since it was set in motion by the Almighty 
Hand who formed it, a sudden and terrible convulsion 
has taken place to cause such a reversion. And that 
it seems reasonable to suppose this to have occurred 
at the time of that fearful destruction by a Deluge — 
when the " fountains of the great deep were broken 
up" — ^implying of course that the earth was violent- 
ly shaken. This agrees with the scriptural assertion 
— ^** He shaketh the earth out of her place." 

Now we do not wish to theorize in the place of pre- 
senting truth. But if this is a philosophical &ct^ 
which is fully endorsed by ?k n^^-Vwq^xi^ '^i^^'«ss$k^ 
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apparently conscientious man, we see no reason why 
we may not rely upon it as evidence of the truthful- 
ness of our position. 

And if this is true, we can easily see that when 
made anew, our planet can still perform its annual 
revolutions about the sun, but by being upright in its 
position be freed from those unhealthful vicissitudes 
we now experience. 

We also conclude that there existed originally a 
Different state of atmosphere. The atmosphere sur- 
rounding our earth, although the element which we 
breathe, and absolutely requisite for the continuance 
of life, constitutes the prolific source of many of those 
evils that are at present the inheritance of mankind. 

There is something truly fearful in the wind when 
it is roused in its might, as in the tornado, or hurri- 
cane, or those scorching blasts of the desert, which 
wither all beneath their power. And when the fierce 
lightning flashes through the sky, and the thunder 
rolls its heavy artillery,jnan quakes with fear, and 
feels inslinctively that the frowns of Jehovah are rest- 
ing upon him. The howling wintry storm brings des- 
olation and sadness with it, and a darkened sky is ever 
the bearer of gloom to the sensitive mind. We most 
unhesitatingly then decide that these results formed 
no part of the original design of our Creator. This 
portion of his work was also pronounced perfect by 
JST/s supreme and unerring judgment, and of course 
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intended for ihe production of good instead of e?il. 
We find no mention of a storm of any kind in the 
records of sacred history, until the account of that 
fearful one which occured after the sad change in the 
condition of man, and which swept the earth of its 
inhabitant^ save the favored family who were preserv- 
ed by God's peculiar care. It is stated concerning 
the original arrangement that ''There went up a mist 
from the earth and watered the whole face of the 
ground." In what way this vapor was produced, we 
are not prepared to say — ^but we know that it was 
sufficient to moisten the soil and render it fertile. 
We have reason at least to conclude that the '' open- 
ing of the windows of heaven," was the first falling 
of rain. And this change in the atmosphere may 
have been caused by the reversion of the earth's axis 
which we have already noticed, as producing a change 
of seasons. It is enough for us to know however, 
that the heavens as well as earth were primevally 
fipee from aught of imperfection. They wafted then 
no poisonous seeds of disease and death, but were de- 
signed to impart vigor and joy with every breath that 
should be inhaled by man. 

" Gk>d made 
The firmament, expanse of liquid, pure] 
Transparent elemental air, diffiis'd 
In circuit to the uttermost convex 
Of this great round ; partition firm axvd ^^ox^^ 
And Heaven he nam'd t\\& &ctaKififfiQ^»,%^ «^«^> 
And morning chor\is suii!^ \i\ife ifce,QPcv\ ^"a^ 
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Our next inquiry will be as to the original state 

OF THX AKIMAL CRIATIOH. 

Although the earth was formed mainly for the 
abode of man, it seemed to be the pleasure of the 
Creator to replenish it also with a variety of inferior 
sentient existences^ which should be capable not only 
of enjoyment, but of enhancing measurably that of 
its chief inhabitant We find therefore in the air, 
earth, and water, myriads of living creatures of an 
almost infinite variety. Some of them are still beau- 
tifkl in the extreme, and are of great benefit to man. 
While multitudes are exceedingly loathsome in ap- 
pearance, pernicious even to the destruction of life. 
The ear is sometimes delighted with pleasant music 
as from the choral songsters of the grove. But more 
frequently, discordant, hideous sounds are heard that 
would seem the ventings of malignity or wrath. 
Few are subject to man's dominion; they are wild 
and ferocious^ roaming about to devour each other, 
and causing him who was ordained to be their sover- 
eign, to tremble at their approach. 

Who now that has a spark of reverence for the su- 
preme Being can entertain the belief that they were 
tiius constituted by His almighty hand ? Even rea- 
son affirms a contrary opinion, and the believer in 
Revelation has a firm basis upon which to ground his 
j&M wjth Mgturd to it Widdy di£Eerent indeed was 
^Jie condition of the animal creation w\ve»Ti YiTow^X. 
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iBto exiateBoe by omnipot^t energy. "And God 
said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the mov- 
ing creature that hath Hfe, and fowl that may fly 
above the earth in ihe open firmament of heaven*. 
And God created great whales and every living crea* 
ture that nKyveth which the waters brought forth 
abundantly after their kind, and every winged fowl a^ 
ter his kind — ^and Ood saw that it was good. And 
God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and 
cattle after their kind, and every thing" that creep- 
eth upon the eaith after his kind — And God saw 
that it was good. Gen. 1. 24. 25. Not a blemish 
therefore marred this part of his wonderful work. 
Not one of all these living creatures was unlovely in 
the least degree, but each of every class was beautiful 
and perfect All, too, were designed to be under the 
entire control of man, as we find expressly stated in 
the account of his creation. '* Let him have domin- 
ion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the 
air, and over the catUe, and over all the earth, and 
over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
earth." Each was fitted for the peculiar place design- 
ed for it, and was happy in his sphere^ not molesting 
the rights of any other. There were originally 
therefore no leasts of prey. To this it may be ob- 
jected that many of them are by nature ciumiverous^ 
and must of necessity feed upon each other ; such 
we acknowledge is th«it ipQ6fcTi\.>|\>^x\»^^'^^^^^^ 
2 
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tive naiurd. The followiog declaratioii affirms it : — 
" To every beast of tlie earth, and to every fowl of 
the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the 
earth, wherein there is life, / have givtn every green 
herb for meat.** 

Will any say that this constitutional change is too 
wonderful to have been wrought in them ? We 
point such to those changes that have transpired with 
regard to the globe itself, or the more important ones 
relative to man — and inquire if this is not as easily 
comprehended, and quite as probable as those ? We 
cannot indeed deny it, without denying facts as well 
as the plain statements of scripture. There are also 
prophetic statements to increase our faith upon this 
point, as the following which relate to the Restitu- 
tion — ** The lion shall eat straio like the ox. The 
wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 
shall lie down with the kid, and the calf and the 
young lion and the failing together. They shall not 
hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain." The re- 
itored is emphatically a description of the primeval 
condition. We have then no reason to doubt but 
that such was their happy state ere the ruinous blight 
of sin entered the world. 

How exceedingly interesting the contemplation ! 
How happy must have been the state of man as asso- 
dated with thenL 

Eveij thing around him that had life awakened the 
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most profound admiration. There was the Bird of 
Paradise in all its glowing beauty, and every bright- 
winged bird and insect^ adorned with plumage glisten- 
ing in the well-arranged and varied hues of Jbe rainbow. 
Their forms and appearances lovely, and their voices 
clear and harmonious. In pleasant groups they gath- 
ered round, and poured forth their joyoumess in sweet 
notes of melody for his entertainment The noble Lion 
of the forest couched at his feet and was obedient 
The lovely Giraffe and well-formed Antelope sported 
by his side, and even the fishes of the sea were ready 
to come at his bidding. Harmony reigned complete 
throughout every tribe of animated existence, giving 
glory to EUm who had imparted the breath of life so 
extensively through earth's wide domain. 

'' Perched on the Eagle's wing, the bird of song 

Singing, arose and visited the San, 

And with the Falcon sat the gentle Lark.*' 

Yea all was peace and concord. But the most 
important point we are yet to notice is relative to the 
primeval 

STATE OF MAK. 

That man was the best, the crownmg work of 'Je- 
hovah, we cannot doubt^ not only from the fact that 
we discern in him a vast superiority over all the other 
works of creation, but from that t»Etim.Q>Ts^ 5j>l'^Bfc^«RS!^ 
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word which declares explicitly that he was made in the 
image and likeness of Ood Himself, A Tniniature 
as it were of the mighty Deity ! Even now, though 
nearly six thousand years have elapsed since his forma- 
tion, and he has been continually degenerating, we 
discover marks oi beauty in his organization which 
awaken most intense admiration, and excite our wonder 
at the consummate skill of Him who designed and 
executed so perfect a piece of mechanism from so sim- 
ple a material as the dust of the ground. But disease 
and deformity have been transmitted through each 
successive generation, and have marred his*original 
beauty. How transcendentaly exquisite then must it 
have been before the existence of these evils! 

"All else was prone, irrational, and mute, 
And unaccountable, by instinct led. 
But man he made of angel form erect. 
To hold communion with the heavens above. 
And on his Soul impress'd His image flEur." 

There was originally nothing in the human frame 
to induce disease. Every organ, even the most minute, 
being fitted with perfect adaptation to all the rest^ per- 
formed its vigorous and healthful action undisturbed 
by the slightest cause, and though the whole frame 
might well have be«i denominated *'A harp of thousand 
strmgs," it could ''keep in tune" without the least in- 
teiraption. Eveiy thing around him was calculated 
k? eomue heEi^ wdA he was^then a stranger to those 
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artificial habits and modes of living which create dis- 
ease. The food designed for his nourishment consisted 
wholly of fruits and vegetables. . And his drink was 
that simple and wholesome one that bubbles up and 
flows forth so freely from the crystal fountains of earth. 
It may be said that this is mere assertion, and that we 
have no proof to bring in its favor. But we claim 
that in this as well as in previous propositions, we have 
both reason and Revelation to sustain us. 

It has been repeatedly ascertained by the observa- 
tion and experiments of intelligent and able physiolo- 
gists, that life is preserved much longer and the human 
system rendered more free from disease, by an habitua- 
tion to the simple diet we have mentioned than the 
varied one which custom has seemed to render neces- 
sary. The true nature of man for a season und^ such 
experiments is exhibited. But his system during these 
thousands of years that have transpired has by his v^ 
habits been remoulded, and now all things ccmnected 
with it, instead of tending to lile and health are rapidly 
bringing forth disease and death. 

The animal food, the various narcotics, with the 
poisonous stimulants that at present constitute his daily 
diet, are all productive of injury, and yet his perverted 
taste and weakened constitution demand them. Like 
the inebriate, whose debased powers soon sink without 
the unnatural stimulus of the inspiring dxaus^!^ ^^^ 
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And we have also Scripture proof for our position. 
The case of the Prophet Daniel is given us as evidence 
of the superior advantages arising from a simple diet 
While he, with his companions, purposed not to defile 
themselves with the King's diet, but lived upon simple 
pulse, which consisted of coarse grain, beans, peas and 
the like, in ten days only the result was so marked 
that it is said of them ^ Their countenances appeared 
fairer and fatter in flesh than all the children which 
did eat of the king's meat or drank of his wine." We 
have also the express declaration of his Maker with 
regard to the food which was designed for man. 
"Behold I have given you every herb hearing seed 
which is upon the face of the Earthy and every tree 
in the which is thefrmt of a tree yielding seed. To 
you it shall he for meat. And out of the ground 
made the Lord €k)d to grow every tree that is pleasant 
to the sight and good forfood^^ Not an intimation 
issgiven that animals were to be slain, and the first 
mention we have of such an act^ was after the intro- 
duction of sin, and was typical of no doubt of the great 
atoning sacrifice. 

But the subsequent permission for the use of animal 
food may be adduced as an argument against our po- 
sition. It is, however, of no weight We are reason- 
ing with regard to the original design of the Creator, 
sad the pioheibiilljity of man's present condition had he 
oaatihued in a state ci innooenoe, or Ta£b«t \i»i^ \» 
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become virtuous by an endurance of the test presented. 
After his &11, and he had become a depraved, dying 
being, the course permitted him was very different from 
the original one. It is in this light we view the per- 
mission after the flood — "Every moving thing that 
liveth shall be meat for you." Death was the penalty 
of the law, and this we conceive was a means provided 
to keep the transgression and penalty continually in 
view. PrimevaUy, then, there was no death. There 
is something in our very nature that recoils instinctively 
at the thought of death. There is enjoyment in exis- 
tence itself — and to know that the current of life will 
cease, and the form we prize return to its original ele- 
ment, brings gloom to the mind. Man was not made 
to die. Although not immortal in his first constitu- 
tion which would of course have rendered him incapa- 
ble of dying, the seeds of death were not in him. 
He was a probationer for immortality, and had he been 
obedient, would no doubt have eaten of the tree of life 
fh)m which he was afterwards excluded, and lived for- 
ever. It was evidently God's design, who understood 
full well the value of an existence, to perpetuate that 
of the being he had constituted in His own image 
through eternal ages. Such we should decide was the 
fact from his own infinite benevolence were there no 
Scripture upon the point 

The primary employments ot tcnjncl^^^ ^a^fe^^ss^- 
like the most of ttioee ttial o<m^i \c»'c«afc ^^^«*«^ 
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No artificial wants had been created to multiply care 
and labor. Having dominion over all the animal 
tribes in air, earth and water; to guide, teach, and tnin 
them properly, constituted without doubt» no small 
share of his duty, and made no trifling demand upon 
his time and energies. In addition to this, there was 
ihe cultivation of those fruits and vegetable j»oductions 
with which the earth abounded. The pnning of the 
vine and training of its luxuriant tendrils — dividing 
and transplanting flowers and shrubs, in all their variety, 
and other things associated with the delightful and 
health-promoting employment of agriculture. We are 
conscious that in the exercise of our faculties, both 
physical and mental, there is pleasure; and therefore 
are sure that enough for this was provided originally 
without that excess which produces fatigue or satiety. 
The cultivation of the intellect was undoubtedly de- 
signed to be one of the highest employments of man. 
To ascertain &cta relative even to the minutia of His 
works — the laws by which they are governed, and all 
that is wonderful concerning them, without those obsta- 
dee that in our present state intervene, we must beUeve 
was his exalted privilege. How far he might have 
been permitted to soar beyond this world, and to have 
roamed from planet to planet through the wide uni- 
verse, is only, conjecture. But as the acquisition of 
knowledge was one of the essential elements of lus hap- 
pzneas^ certain itk ^^ nothing wo^ ba^^ Wsviathr 
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held that was subservient to it The facilities to thi^ 
find must also have been greatly augmented by the 
«odety which he was permitted to enjoy. The angds^ 
tiiose immortal and exalted intelligences of which we 
read, were then the frequent guests of man — to hold 
Gonverse with him and administer all those pure en- 
joyments that arise from elevated social intercourse. 
Even in his fallen state, they have had missicHis to earth 
as ^ministering spirits," but not to tarry and hold 
intimate communion. 

We know that there are also other moral beings of 
different grades in the univ^^ as ^Principalities and 
Powers," but how intimate their relations might hav« 
heesk to man, we are not informed. We are assured, 
however, that the mighty CKxl himself appeared in all 
his glory, and ^face to face" held converse with the 
£nite creatures of His hand. Wonderful as it may ap- 
pear, they were permitted to enjoy the special presence 
of that august Being, before whom the angelic hosts 
veil their faces — whose countenance is as ^ the Sub 
shining in its strength." 

Such was the condition and circumstances c^ man, 
when he came forth perfected from the hand of hk 
Creator, to occupy the habitation that was prepared for 
him. In the language of the sweet singer of Israel, 
who spake under divine inspiration — "Thou hast 
made him a little lower than the angels^ and hast 
m)iraied Mm with gtexy MAVo^Ticst. Tt»R».^5Ea8^w6^sss». 
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to have dominion over the works of thy hands — thou 
hast put all things under his feet; all sheep and oxen, 
yea, and the beasts of the field — the fowl of the air, and 
the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the 
paths of the seas. Lord our Lord, how excellent is 
Thy name in all the earth." Let us then give glory 
to the Divine Author that His part was toell done. 

We have now contemplated our world ds it toas, 
before the introduction of those causes which have 
resulted in its present deranged condition. Scripture, 
in connection with reason, has unfolded to us these 
facts, the truthfulness of which cannot reasonably be 
doubted by any reflecting mind. Let Revelation be 
set aside — and we make God the author of confu- 
sion — of a world full of imperfections, disorder, and 
misery. To say that all things have existed as they 
now are for ages back, that they were thus created? 
and the original design is but being carried out with 
r^ard to Earth and its inhabitants; is paramount to 
charging the first great Cause with folly. Or, what is 
still worse, representing Him as a malevolent being, 
taking delight in the misery of those whom his own 
power has brought into existence ! A dreadful thought 
indeed, and yet Infidelity can do nothing better for us 
than this. But thanks to the God of truth for that 
Revelation he has given, in which as a perfect mirror, 
we can see things clearly. By means of it, we discern 
jh tbe Ruler of the UmVerse a spoden «nA. «3^r^OTvs3WA 
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character, one who is possessed of wisdom and benevo- 
lence combined in the highest sum of their perfection. 
We find that He was the Author of order, beauty and 
hapiness. 

A world came forth from his creative hand 

"So lovely, so adorned 
So fit a dwelling place for man, that as 
She rose complete at the creating word. 
The Morning Stars, the Sons of God aloud 
Shouted for joy — and God beholding, saw 
The fair design that from Eternity 
His mind conceiv'd, accomplish'd, and well pleas'd 
His six days finish'd work most good pronounced. 
And man declared the sovreign prince of all." 

This same lovely world was peopled with beings 
that were best calculated to enjoy it. Had they been 
formed merely to be guided and controlled by the will 
of their Author, their happiness would have been very 
materially limited. But his benevolence was most 
clearly manifested in the fact that he bestowed upon 
them that freedom of will and power of action in the 
exercise of which He was conscious of a large amount 
of happiness. He made them like Himself save His 
own infinity. "His work was" indeed "honorable 
and glorious, and His righteousness endureth forever." 
Let us then " praise Him for His mighty acts, and 
according to His excellent greatness — yea let every 
thing that hath breath, Fra&Q \k«^ Ia'c^T^ 
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Having considered in the preceding pages the pri- 
meval condition of our world and its inhabitants, and, 
as we humbly trust, acquitted the great Author of all 
of the least imputation relative to its present condition^ 
we are now prepared to contemplate some of the evik 
prevailing, or the changes that have transpired since 
it appeared in the glories of its Eden state. It will be 
our design as before stated to elucidate Scripture by 
fwciR, and throw a measure of proo^ though it may be 
small, in favor of its divine authenticity. 

All mankind will agree in tho assertion that our 
world is at present in a diicordanl $tat€f giving forth- 
deep and constant tones of mourning and lamentatioii. 
But) aside from Scripture statements, the mind is in 
ntt^ ignorance as to the cause of this, and is left to 
wander amid the vague mists of uncertainty and con- 
jecture. We find by referring to the revealed word, 
satisfactory reasons for this reversion of the Creator's 
wise and beneficent arrangements ; and, by contempla- 
ting results, are enabled to ascertain the truthfulness of 
that word. 

Let us go back to man as we kft him^ m aH his 
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glory and dignity, as lord of tbe inferior creation and 
sole arbiter of his beautiful and well finished abode* 
The principal honor conferred upon him, as was stated, 
was that of the uncontrollad and perfect freedom of his 
will. He had power to choose even as Qod himself 
between right and wrong, good and evil, and freedom 
to act in view of his choice. Such being the case, it 
was but reasonable that both the evil and the good 
should be submitted to his choice, and thus his char- 
acter formed. Obedience to the Law-giver and unwa- 
vering confidence in His veracity were essential to the 
harmony of the divine plan, and to the establishment 
of man in hoHness. A simple command was given. 
It was considered, and through the power of tempta- 
tation was violated. Thus the first link in the chain 
which bound this new creation to its Head being bro- 
ken, disorder followed. 

" Earth felt the wound, and Nature from her seat 
Sighing through all her works, gave signs of wo 
That all was lost" 

The Supreme Ruler of the Universe could not do 
less than bestow marked disapprobation upon those 
who had trampled upon His authority, imdermining as 
it were the foundations of the moral universe. His 
curse consequently rested upon man, and all that ap- 
pertained to him. It was pronounced in language like 
the following: ^ Cuned is the ^und €<yEL ^ ^^s&k!^ 
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In sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life. 
Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee and 
thou shalt eat the herb of the field. In the sweat of 
thy face shalt thou eat bread till thou return unto the 
ground, for out of it wast thou taken, for dust thou art 
and unto dust shalt thou return.'' Here commenced 
the ruin of earth and its inhabitants. Polluting 
streams began to flow as from a poisoned fountain, that 
have since deluged its entire surface with misery and 
death. Man had fallen. He had assumed a depraved 
character, and the presence and fellowship of the Eter- 
nal were consequently withdrawn from him. Angels 
ftlso with other holy intelligences no longer gave him 
their companionship. His celestial vision was clouded 
by a dark veil of distrust, and his intellect benumbed, 
by a consciousness of guilt 

Clouds, deep dark clouds came o'er him, for the Sun, 
The Sun of Righteousness had hid his face, 
And there was gloom profound. 

The effects of this fall and the curse pronounced by 
Jehovah became clearly visible upon our .earth 

IN ITS PHYSICAL ASPECT. 

The first marked convulsion of which we have any 
knowledge is that of the deluge. Iniquity accumulated 
with astonishing rapidity after its admission into Par- 
adise by our first parents. Each succeeding genera- 
tion became increasingly corrupt, until *' The earth 
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was filled with violence," and was exceedingly odious 
in the sight of a holy God. He had thoughts of 
mercy too, towards our sinful world, and to save it 
from perishing in its own corruption, I'esolved to purge 
out its iniquity by a special and overwhelming judg- 
ment It was then that the *' fountains of the great 
deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven 
were opened." It was a convulsion that shook the 
entire earth from center to circumference. Every 
thing connected with our planet experienced a mighty 
change, the effects of which although thousands of 
years have clasped, are still visible. Geologists may 
search with diligence to understand the exactness of 
its primitive formation, but let them remember it is 
but the scattered ruins only of a once noble planet. 
Like the buried fragments of ancient powerful cities 
that have recently attracted the attention of the sci- 
entific explorer, they furnish means for the research 
of the curious, while much is left to the vagueness of 
conjecture. The scriptural account of the Deluge 
with its attendant shock whatever that might have 
been, is the only satisfactory solution that can be ob- 
tained relative to .the many singular phenomena con- 
nected with the structure of our globe. But what" 
ever is discovered apparently not in accordance with 
those natural laws that are necessarily productive of 
harmony, may be reasonably attributed tp that event- 
ful period. It was then undoubtedly that tha \BR»Ns«sr 
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taiB» were raised to their lofty elevation the and fewr 
ful chasms formed. A vast body of water precipitated 
from the clouds, and mingling with that which came 
up from the great deep, destroyed every living thing 
from the face of the earth, save those only who were 
preserved by divine interposition. And though a 
portion of it was removed at the close of this judg- 
ment) a large quantity was permitted to remain, and 
therefore two-thirds at least of our eanh at present 
is submerged beneath this element. It remains then 
as a striking manifestation of God's displeasure at sin 
and his righteous dealings with mankind. It is ex- 
pressly declared, <* The earth haih he given to the 
children of men." Were it free then from a cusre^ 
more of its surface would surely be in an habitable 
state, and only such a quantity of water provided as 
would administer to health and comfort. 

Since that noted period, the eai-th has been repeat- 
edly subject to lighter shocks, caused by some inter- 
nal convulsion, such as the earthquake, which is in- 
deed sudden and fearful, resulting not unfrequently 
in the demolition of entue cities, and the destruction 
of mulitudes. Burning mountains, too^ have at times 
poured forth immense quantities of liquid lava, that 
have borne desolation and death in an overwhelming 
tide. The elements also have been in a discordant state^ 
and have wrought great devastation upon the eartJt 
FariouB wiBda, as the tornado and hurricane have swept 
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fearfully abroad, and left utter ruin in their wake^ while 
the simoon of the desert, with its burning breath 
hath laid lifeless upon the scorching sand its unnum- 
bered victims. Strong oaks of the forest have been 
rent and laid low by the lightning's withering flash, 
and whole regions of country rendered desolate by 
the pelting storm. 

'T would seem as if the madden' d elements 
Contended ever — ^those above the earth 
With such as are beneath, which should prevail 
In doing deadliest work to man's abode I 

And now as we survey this globe on which we 
dwell, what appearance does it present ? Here and 
there are fertile spots, like the oases in the desert, but 
they have become so only by the most assiduous and 
unremitting toil. The husbandman finds on every 
hand the manifest fulfilment of that sentence — 
^^Thoi-ns also and thistles shall it bring forth unto thee'^ 
— and hard indeed is his labor to eradicate them. As 
he " gathers his wheat into his gamer," he can say 
emphatically that it has been gained '* in the sweat of 
his brow." But while some are favored as to soil 
and climate, multitudes are spending their strength for 
almost nought They are toiling in an unhealthy 
atmosphere, or upon land that scarcely yields them a 
sustenance. Some drain unwholesome marshesi whik 
others spend much tim« and enst^ vcl ^^mkb%«*«^ 

3 
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rubbiih from soil, the sterility of which renders culti- 
vation neatly a hopeless "task/ 

There are noxious weeds springing up in abun- 
dance in almost every forest, hill, and valley. There 
are pinrtions of earth's surface that are wholly inac- 
oesable to man, such as mountains covered with per- 
petual snow — ^the deep ravine — ^and the vast desert, 
where not the smallest spot of verdure meets the eye. 
Look, too^ at the frozen regions of the north — at the 
burning zone of the south — at the extensive accu- 
mulation of rocks that cover much territory, and 
mark how little remains upon the wide earth of beau- 
ty and fertility ! How unlike that exquisite and fruit* 
All domain that came from the hand of the Creator 
^in the beginning." 

He made the earth surpassing fair, 
. And fit for man's abode ; 
His eye survey'd it every where, 
And call'd it " very good.* * 

But he who had dominion fell 

From his exalted state. 
He sinn' d — ^wo came, and death and hell, 
. The ruin — how great I 

The thorn sprang up and noxious weed, 

Tempest and earthquake too 
Made fearful work, and all indeed ^ 

Was desolate to view. 

ilte effi^cta of this guilt and curse were strikingly 
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UPON TIIV ANIMAL CRBATION. 



In taking a suirey of the living creatures that in- 
habit air, earth, and sea» a world as it were 6f existenoes, 
we find much to excite our wonder not only, but to 
awaken intense admiration. There is beauty, variety, 
and harmony of arrangement which it is delightful to 
contemplate. Many of them are endowed with ca- 
pacities that bear a striking resemblance at least to 
those possesi^ by man. They have the exercise 
of reason, memory, and choice, and are capable of 
acute discernment Who can doubt that they were 
designed originally to be the recipients of pleasure as 
wdl as to administer greatly to the happiness of man ? 
But while there is much remaining of their beauty 
and utility to awaken joy in beholding them, there is 
also sorrow at the extreme misery that is manifest- 
ed among them. They have seemed to inhale the 
evil passions breathed forth by man, and exhibit the 
same unhappy state. Instead of that quiet submis- 
sion and fear which we would naturally expect as due 
to their sovereign, they appear to regard him as their 
greatest enemy ; either shrinking instinctively at his 
approach, or aiming at his immediate destruction. 
They have fled from him in the wildness of their 
terror, and made their abodes in the thickness of the 
forest, in caves, or any where to be secure fc«oa^ 
his presence. Man, m >y» Xxwtk^ ^ai» Vwa^ -ks^ 
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trembles when in presence of the untamed and 
ferocious animal. What sound so fearful to the trav- 
eller as the dismal howling of the wolf, growling of 
the tiger, or roaring of the lion ? And as he beholds 
these objects of terror, no wonder that his heart should 
quake within him, and despair seize his quivering 
fi'ame. The flashing eye reveals that utter madness 
which is so deep wrought and inveterate, nought can 
satisfy save the life-blood of its victim. How many 
have been cruelly mangled within the grasp of these in- 
furiated beasts, the sad annals of earth alone can reveal. 

But this is not all. There is the poisonous viper 
that crawls beneath our feet — the annoying insect — 
the crocodile and shark, those monsters of the deep, 
in whose jaws is death of the foulest kind. And how 
many of all classes of animals are loathsome in ap- 
pearance — the very dread and curse of man I What 
selfishness au3 malignity are manifested among them. 
Seldom do we behold harmony -among different tribes, 
but rather a continual war£sire ; each devouring the 
other as power predominates. And even those of the 
same species seem frequently to reap their highest sat- 
isfaction in annoying their^ fellows. Undeniably an 
evil spirit pervades every sphere of animated existence, 
whi 'h must have emanated from that arch-fiend whose 
subtilty brought ruin to our own world. 

There is a vast amount of suffering experienced by 
aJl these laferior orders of earth's inliabitants. Many 
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of thero, it is true, have voices tuned to the sweetest 
melckfy — ^yet how frequently do tones of sadness fall 
upon tho cai I Tiiose that are brought under the 
dominion of man, generally receive most cruel treat- 
ment at his hands. Their energies are taxed to the 
utmost in the performance of the severest labor, and 
often, too, without sufficient sustenance. Not unfre- 
quently are they shamefully beaten, merely to vent 
the unhallowed passions of their masters. Thus re- 
ceiving continued injury and insult> they toil out a life 
of intense suffering, which cannot be expressed save 
by looks of keen reproach. Aside from these evils, 
they are subject te pain, disease, and death ; and are 
at all times liable to be slain. Now who does not see 
that the happiness of these inferior creatures is entirely 
overbalanced by their misery ? Truly the " whole 
creation groaneth," giving clear manifestation that our 
world is l;i a ruined state, with the curse of Qod up- 
on it 

But, more particularly still do we discover this fact 
in the condition and circumstances 

OF MAN HIMSELF. 

There is an expressive assertion chronicled in the 
book of inspiration, as given by the oldest of its wri- 
ters, which we think will be an apt introduction to 
this part of our subject — Man that i$ bom of ^<yv^Q.<^.^ 
» qf/ew days and full of trouWe. \jrK. w^ vft>*^ ^"^ 
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an impartial survey of lus condition, we can prove its 
truthfulaees. By referring to the annals of the past, 
what do we find but the continued rise and fall of na- 
tions — a succession of generations coming upon the 
stage of life^ acting for a short period, and then passing 
away into the land of darkness and forgetfulness. 
Millions have existed, as full of life and hope as the 
generation now inhabiting earth ; but they are gone — 
while few, very few even of their names are left in re- 
membranoe. There are spots of earth to be found 
wherever men are congregated, covered with mounds 
and monuments, that tell of those who are sleeping 
^neath its surface. A nd what is the meaning of this ? 
We have an answer. *' In the day that thou eatest 
thereof," says the Divine penalty to our firet parentsy 
** dying thou shalt die." After the first act pf disobe- 
dience, the seeds of disease and death were introduced 
into the human system, which have been transmitted 
to every successive generation. Mortality has spread 
its dismal pall over the entire earth, and no living being 
save two favored ones whose names are upon Divine 
record, has been able to escape from it. This evil has 
been making increasing inroads upon the duration of 
man^s existence. The antediluvians could count to 
their names even hundreds of years. In the days of 
the inspired Psalmist of Israel, the average age of man 
was but threescore years and ten-while at the present 
daj; j't 18 leas iban half that numW. Tk<e^T^haa been 
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a continuai degeneration also in iLe size and strength 
of the human family. We read of the giants of an 
cient times — of the Emims and Anakiros — races that 
were exceedingly " tall and strong," and terrifying to 
those of inferior size. But the majority of mankind 
now existing are of a diminutive stature and compar- 
atively feeble. This is especially the case with regard to 
those inhabiting some peculiar climates. The life of 
man in this mortal sublunary state may well be denom- 
inated the " valley of the shadow of death," And how 
is this brief existence commenced ? With the rery first 
breath comes the piercing cry of distress. In the 
weakness and helplessness of infancy, (and what crea- 
ture 80 helpless!) he gives utterance to the language 
of the inspired penman — ^full of trouble,^^ Among 
aU classes, and in every condition, the same fact is dis- 
coverable. And from the commencement of his ex- 
istence to its close, to what a multitude of diseases is 
he subject ! Some of them are only annoying, while 
many are distressing and dangerous. The form and 
features are not unfrequently defaced by them, and 
rendered pitiable in the extreme. And even without 
the intervention of special disease, the system oppress- 
ed with mortality, wears gradually away, and loses at 
length all its vigor and beauty. 

*' There's not a year but pilfers, as it goes, 

Some youthful grace which age would gladly Ikaw^." 
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The greater proportion of mankind die in early in- 
fBMcy. Bnt, although a few breast the rough storms 
of tif(^ and attain that period which is called a goo(i 
old age, what is after all their gain ? Their comeli- 
ness has departed — ^the friends of their youth are 
gone, or* changed like themselves, and nothing re- 
mains for thein but languor and pain — loneliness and 
depression — wearisome days and nights, with the con- 
stant hope of repose in the dreary grave. There are 
exceptions, it is true, to this condition among the aged, 
yet such is the general fact 

There is much sufiering experienced among man- 
kind on account of deformities, aifd the almost un- 
numbered physical imperfections to which he is sub- 
ject. Multitudes live without ever enjoying the facul- 
ties of hearing or speech. Others have never opened 
their eyes to the light, but are compelled to grope 
their way. wholly through darkness and solitude, de- 
prived of all those pleasures that are dependent upon 
sight Thousands also are maimed in different ways, 
often so as to be entirely helpless. And, on every 
hand deformities are visible, that exceedingly mar the 
beauty of the human face and form, so much so at 
times, as to render its appearance even revolting. 
Add to these, the long catalogue of those who are 
bereft of reason, and who suffer many of them untold 
misery — those also who are born in a state of idiocy, 
enjojing less even than the \>r\ite CTe».t\oii — and yet, 
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these all in the aggregate, constitute but a small por- 
tion of the physical woes that are in existence. There 
is suffering occasioned by hunger and thirst, cold and 
heat — by the dense crowd of the city, and the ex- 
treme solitariness of the country. Cries of sorrow 
and moaning are ascending on every breeze, bearing 
witness indeed to the truth that man is '^ full of 
trouble." 

But when we take into account the more terrible 
moral evils with which earth is groaning, we find this 
truth still more fully exemplified ; and almost wonder 
that the existence of mankind does not terminate in 
the midst of so much that is withering. With the 
first dawn of moral action, the developments of sin 
are visible. The child exhibits evil passions and pro- 
pensities, that are productive only of mischief and 
sorrow ; and with every successive year new features 
of corruption are manifested. A spirit of supreme 
selfishness seems to characterize the whole human 
family, and this being contrary to that harmonious law 
of benevolence, which, emanating from Jehovah, 
should govern the entire universe, anarchy and discord ' 
inentably follow, with all their resultant train of evils. 
Contentions of some kind mar the peace of almost 
every association, however small it may be. Even the 
family, that most sacred of all circles, because bound 
together by the strong ties of nature, gives sad proof 
of this derangement "We \Sc\\t^ \V. xsvk^"^ '^iS.^ 
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asserted, that but few families caa be fouud where all 
is peace and barmoDy. Quito often do we find that 
scripture fulfilled — ^^ The mother rising up against her 
daughter, and the daughter against her mother," and 
a man's greatest foes are not unfrequentljr ^^ those of 
his own household." And then, if we cast our eye 
abroad into society, where no such ties exist, what do 
we discover ? Emulation and strife among all sects 
and paiiies. Each individual struggling to gain the 
ascendancy over his fellow — self-interest and self-ele- 
vation being the only aim. What jealousies and ha- 
tred — envying and back-biting — ^revenge and cruel- 
ties ! How the brain is racked for thoughU to an- 
noy, and the vocabulary for words to utter them ! 
The laborer, the merchant, the politician and the 
scholar — all classes indeed, and those in every depart- 
ment, with but few exceptions, exhibit the same spirit, 
and pursue similar means to the accomplishment of 
similar ends. It is heart-sickening to witness the va- 
ried inventions of man for self-aggrandizement, to the 
injury of his fellow mortals. And yet, even these 
> are so covered with duplicity one would almost im- 
agine them the workings of benevolence, and truly 
worthy of applause. Thus completely has the arch- 
enemy engrafted his subtlity into the human heart. 
Wealth and honor are the grand points of attainment 
among the mass, and in the pursuit of these what ea- 
fferness Is ejrhibited ! Every scheme that finite in- 
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genuity can invent, is pui into execution to facilitate 
their progress ; and whatever retards, is removed 
with utter alacrity, although it may be the inter- 
ests, even to life itself of other beings. What mul- 
titudes have been thus sacrificed ! Trace the course 
of those who have been denominated earth's proudest 
conquerors — Alexander, Napoleon, the Caesars, and a 
host of others. Mark how they have waded through 
the heart's blood of even millions to attain the height 
ot their glory ! Nation, too, has arisen against nation, 
and in their eager thirst fcsr victory have trampled 
each other down with relentless fury. How many 
battle-fields covered with the slain give proof in the 
annals of the past and also of the present, that there 
is discord between man and man, and that earth is 
groaning under the cursa It has been estimated 
that not less than 14,000,000,000 of human beings 
have perished upon the altar of war since the crea- 
tion of the world. The revolutions of empires have 
left a dark stain upon earth's history, that will never 
be realized in ite fullest import, until that Day when 
all things respecting this great drama shall be brought 
to light 

Oppression is another prominent evil afflicting man- 
kind, the extent of which can hardly be estimated with 
our present knowledge and capacities. The fact that 
man having the power lords it over his weaker fellow, 
depriving him of his God-«iido^^Tw^E3^&^siSs.<!x?Qi^^^ 
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him even to the earth ; although passing strange and 
inconsistent^ is too well known to admit of the slightest 
dispute. It is common — it is universal. The serfs 
of Russia are a proof of it The poor down-trodden 
lahorers of England also, and other portions of Europe^ 
whose lives are made wretched in the extreme by im- 
remitting toil and the need even of minor comforts — 
that the nobleman may revel in his luxury, and pursue 
his path of inglorious ease. And still more clearly 
do we see it exhibited in the most abominable and 
disgraceful system of chflfttel slavery. That man should 
not only oppress his fellow when in power but buy and 
sell him, reducing him to the most abject servitude, 
depriving him of all thosa rights that result from his 
free moral agency — effacing the very seal stamped 
upon him by high Heaven, is scarcely credible; and 
yet, such is the fact! How utterly opposed to the 
noble and benevolent design of the Creator ! 

" The winds 
And rolling -wnves — The snn's unwearied conrse, 
The elements and seasons, all declare 
For what the eternal Maker has ordain'd 
The powers of man. We feel within ourselveB 
His energy divine. He tells the heart 
He meant. He made ns to behold and love 
What He beholds and loves — the general orb 
Of life and being — to be great like Him, 
Beneficent and active." 

Ba/^ alas/ man ias perverted these noble ends^ and 
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instead of a beneficent being, has become a fierce aad 
execrable tyrant. We shall not enter into details re- 
specting this enormous sin. It would require volumes 
to unfold the minutise of the outrages committed, and 
heart-rending woes endured under its prevalence. Suf- 
fice it to say, that earth is groaning and sending upon 
every breeze its piteous lamentations ; bearing witness 
that this is the deepest and blackest evil that has ev^ 
been instigated by the enemy of God and man. Look 
at one portion of our race, who for the crime of having 
a skin of sable hue, are inured jfco toil like the very beast, 
without scarcely inhaling the free air of heaven as their 
own, and thus groaning out their days of miserable 
bondage. See the stripes, and blood, and tears — the 
cruel sunderings of nearest and dearest ties — and what 
is still worse, the shutting out of all light from the mind, 
leaving it to grope its way in the most profound dark- 
ness and ignorance, relative to this life, and more 
especially to the state beyond. Mark these abominar 
tions, and the millions in our land that now bear wit- 
ness to them, and say if it does not seem that earth is 
the abode of demons vile and abominable. Take 
also the evils of intemperance, and licentiousness, that 
have deluged our world with such an aggravated 
amount of woes and wrongs. The desolated homes, 
and anguished hearts, — a tithe of which we would 
not attempt to enumerata Poverty and wretchedness 
in almost every shape and fo\*m^ \fi^ ^^^asiSc5vfc\ft\3fc ^s^- 
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pressed in language. Witness the aggr^te of mis- 
eries endured in our larger towns and cities, that which 
is attendant upon luxury on the one hand, and penu- 
ry on the other. Some, through favorable circum- 
stances, having attained more than a sufficiency for 
life's comforts and conveniences ; by extravagance, 
and dissipation, are squandering that of which the 
poor stand in need, to be saved from actual starvation. 
How forbidding those dark cellars, and almost inac- 
cessible garrets, where so many are crowded nearly to 
suffocation . Disease is engendered by the very filth 
of their dwellings, and the impure air they are com- 
pelled to breathe, until sickness adds another to the 
long catalogue of miseries they endu re. And mark how 
unnatural this inequality in iVo possession of life's 
enjoyments. There is an abundance of unoccupied 
soil to be found upon all parts of earth's surface, and 
if rightly divided, every member of the human fam- 
ily could be provided for with a comfortable home, 
and all the necessaries of life. But, instead of this, 
one individual amasses millions to be used merely for 
his own aggrandizement, or to be simply counted 
and recounted, while another is panting for the small- 
est pittance, to satisfy the cravings of hunger. Here 
is the possessor of houses and lands, enough to pro- 
vide a thousand comfortable homes, while there are 
the miserable thousands who can scarcely breathe for 
fraot of room. 
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In addition to all this, contemplate the crimes that 
are perpetrated continually, in all parts of our world. 
How the daily press abounds with them ! There are 
thefts, burglaries, forgeries, suicides, and murders, of 
all description ; the recital of which is enough to 
cause the very blood to chill in our veins. Not a day, 
or an hour passes, but bears the transcript of some 
foul deed that has been committed upon earth. The 
house of refuge — penitentiary — the gallows, multi- 
tudes of them, are so many testimonials to the truths 
we have uttered. Man lives in fear of his fellow 
man. He bolts and bars his dwelling against him, 
and carries weapons of defence. Who can doubt that 
anarchy, confusion, and every evil work are abroad, 
fruits of the base spirit that has ever ruled over the 
hearts of men, and rendered them so unlike that per- 
fect work brought forth by the Creator's hand. Well 
may we exclaim — "How art thou fallen," thou 
noblest workmanship of the Eternal ! And where- 
fore reigns this dark spirit in man ? In the pages of 
Divine inspiration we are informed that Satan, who 
is also that old deceiver, is " god of this world." He 
who found entrance into the delightful abode of our 
first parents, and seduced them to sin, hath assumed 
the entire sovereignty of earth, not as the rightful 
sovereign, '^but by consent of the subjects, and his 
own infinite arrogance, maintains the throne. It 
was his ambition to T\i\e ttvaX. \w^>\<5,<A\s®» ^'^'^^ ^^^ 
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from the exalted sphere of an angel of light, to one 
of darknesa. Unwilling to move in the orbit assign- 
ed him, he has become a '^ wandering star, reserved 
unto blackness of darkness for ever." His spirit and 
principles, like poisonous seed, have been scattered 
through the earth, and brought forth the fruits of 
rebellion, misery, and death. 

It maj be objected to the view we have presented 
that it forms too dark a picture ; and the question 
proposed — where are the scenes of beauty that adorn 
our earth, with all the improvements that have been 
made in the arts and sciences ? We say in reply, 
that we would cheerfully recognize them all. Were 
there no lights amid these dense shadows, no redeem- 
ing points in the panorama we are contemplating, 
well might we fear lest all were soon blotted from ex- 
istence — swept out of the uuiverse, as accursed ojT God ! 
B ut here and there are vestiges of original fitness apd 
beauty. Those delightful spots that glow into life as 
it were, under man's assiduous care, are so many marks 
of our Creator's noble design respecting our planet 
They are glimpses of that Paradisiacal state, whioh 
carried joy amid the ranks of glorified intelligences, 
and by the great)Author himself, was pronounced com- 
plete. Thanks indeed, for an occasional oasis amid 
the wilderness I There have been also, as we freely 
acknowledge, great and rapid improvements in the 
artsaad adencea : and these have tended to the con- 
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venience and prosperity of loan. Wonderful things 
have been achieved among the enlightened portions 
of our worlJ, in almost every department of life. 
But while we acknowledge this fact, we cannot 
withhold another which is equally prominent — That 
sin and its attendant evils have accumulated in the 
same ratio. The improvements of which we speak, 
although on one hand benefiting man, on the other 
have generally ministered to guilt Who does not 
see that luxury, idleness, and a host of other abomi- 
nations grow out of those very facilities which have 
been given to thought and action, during especially 
the last half century ? And yet, we would not dis- 
parage these things. They serve to show the exalted 
nature of man — those capacities bestowed on him, 
which, when properly circumstanced and applied, 
are capable of producing beneficial results to an almost 
indefinite progression. We see indeed that the nature 
of man is Godlike ; and so much the more lamentable 
is his tendency to guilt and ruin. 

In taking a general survey, then, we feel satisfied in 
making the assertion— That the evil of earth predom* 
inates over the good — and that the dark picture we 
have drawn of our world as it is, is but too true ; 
with hefe and there a bright ray only to relieve its 
gloom. This is demonstrated also from the fact^ that 
all in the present state are conscious of evil, and are 
dissatisfied with their condition. There is a constant 
4 
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mtk&mem abroad. Each is hurriedly fonowhig some 
pursuit that be imagines will improve his conditioii, 
and ensure happiness. And, although there are some 
who have apparently gained the wished-for treasure 
—-could we see the hidden recesses of the heart, we 
should discover that there was something still want- 
ing. In the truthful and emphatic words of the poet — 

If every one's internal care 

Were written on his brow, 
How many would our pity share, 

Who raise our envy now ; 
The fetal secret when revealed 

Of every aching breast. 
Would prove that only when conceal'd 

Our lot appears the best. 

Not unfrequently, too, when one is banning to tri- 
umph in present enjoyment, Death, that unwelcome 
messenger, approaches, and dashes the cherished cup 
from his hand. There is nothing, then, in the present 
state to satisfy the ardent aspirations of man, for in 
the language of one of old — all is vanity. 

But, although dark the scene that is presented, the 
clouds around us are gilded by the bright bow of 
promise. Sad and sick at heart in the contemplation 
of that which m, we turn with joyful hope, inspired 
with gratitude to Him who hath drawn them with 
unwaverinof hand, to visions of the future. 
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In approaching this part of our subject, we are 
deeply impressed with a sense of the vast magnitude 
of the field before us, and the incapacity of finite mor- 
tals to explore and present distinctly that which is 
revealed. The future — who hath penetrated it, save 
He who can see the end from the beginning — to 
whose searching gaze indeed the past, present and fu- 
ture are all as one, perceived at one glance, even in 
their fullest extent ? Visions of that which is to come 
have- been granted to some of earth's frail inhabitants — 
and these are recorded for the benefit of all mankind. 
Yet we are confident of treading upon hallowed ground 
and come with cautious step ; for what aside from faith 
will receive the divine records of futurity ? We are 
creatures of sense, and it is a hard matter to awaken 
confidence by the simple presentation of evidence conr 
oeming ^Hhings which are not seen.'- The human 
mind has been turned away by the great Deceiver from 
that trust in its Author and His revelations that should 
ever characterize it And now, verily, is it " slow to 
believe " even the testimony of Him who " cannot lie." 
Yet there is a general expectation concerning the fiituxe 
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among all classes. The present state of things being 
extremely imperfect^ a universal dissatisfaction pre- 
vails ; and an expectation of something better. " Man 
spends his days," as has been remarked, ** in mourning 
over the past, complaining of the present, and antici- 
pating the future." A "good time coming" is con- 
tinually before his mind. His very nature cries out 
for it, and a spontaneous hope as it were, springs up 
within his breast Each class predict the dawn of 
the expected era in their own peculiar way, imagining 
that when the favorite scheme they are pursuing is car- 
ried out, or perfected, the world will be redeemed from 
sin and misery, or in other words regenerated. 

The Politician supposes it will take place under the 
administration of a particular form of human govern- 
ment; and argues of course, zealously, in favor of that 
to which he is attached, and has devoted his thoughts 
and energies. The Educationist concludes that what 
is necessary for the perfection of earth's inhabitants, is 
to secure for them additional facilities for the acquisition 
of knowledge, and the development of the intellect 
He feels certain that when his system of education is 
thoroughly matured, and universally adopted, the world 
will be redeemed. Then come Philanthropists of va- 
rious orders, each pursuing his peculiar sphere of 
l)enevolence, heartily sanguine that it will result in the 
establishment of a reign of peace on earth. While 
during all ages there have arisen communists, who have 
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vainly imagined that by a commonality ^of interest 
carried out in every department of life, this change was 
to be effected. 

Thus thinking minds hava ever seemed to be directed 
to the same great end — a period of change in the 
earth and its inhabitants. Although widely different 
may be their ideas concerning the means by which it • 
is accomplished. 

But multifarious as these are, no solid hope exists, 
save. that which is based upon the "sure word of 
prophecy " as contained in the Bible. This alone is a 
true chart of the future^ and, if diligently consulted, 
fails not to give clear and correct knowledge of that 
which is to come. It is indeed as a ** light shining in 
a dark place," and the only source of light for benighted, 
feUen man. 

We shall therefore still adhere to Scripture testimony 
and upon the subject now under consideration notice 
some things that are plainly revealed respecting our 
earth. The first that claims attention is the fact that 

IT WAS NOT MADE IN VAIN. 

We have alluded in the former part of our work to 
the design of the Creator in bringing to perfection out 
of chaos this beautiful planet He intended it as the 
happy abode of a noble and intelligent race of beings, 
who should be the recipients of his favor^ and 8fi»;ya5&lfi»» 
whh exalted intelligences, ftioafc^l^wSu^^ ^-^^'c^'^«ct 
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Maker is their ^Lord.*' Other beings may inhabit 
other worlds ; but it is stated expressly that "The earth 
hath he given to the children of men." Ps. 116 : 16. 
And can we suppose that " He who is mighty " will 
be thwarted in his purpose? True, Satan has assailed 
its inhabitants and caused their fall. And this ma- 
levolent power has exerted all his energies with native 
and acquired arts to people the earth with beings like 
himself over whom he hoped to maintain eternal sove- 
reignty. But he will not be suffered to triumph 
eventually. O no. The great Qod will exhibit to the 
universe the entire earth filled with joyful and holy in- 
habitants, who will unite in the harmonious praise that 
echoes and re-echoes from so many happy spheres, to 
the glory of Him who formed them. It is to be re- 
deemed from the usurper and placed under the domin- 
ion of its r^htful lord ; according to the language of 
the inspired penman — Ps. 8 : 4-8. Who can believe 
for one moment that the Creator would so change his 
original design concerning this planet^ as to dash it out 
of existence? Or, were there no revelation — who 
would be willing to have such a conception of His 
character as to suppose He would permit our world in 
its present wretched condition to continue on for inters 
minable ages^thus dooming imtold millions to utter 
miseiy ! Thanks to His blessed name for those revealed 
purposes of love and mercy that are in store for us. 
Tj&e thjrtjrsevettih Psalm gives \is s. eVeax «!wi wl- 
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plidt prophetic deacription oono^rning tlia earth and 
its inhabitantBy which no im|M«}adiced mind can gain- 
imyorrefflst Nmnerous other torts of siinilar import, 
if we admit the literal interpretatiim, which is moat 
tnily the only consistent and rational one, inatnict ns 
{plainly — That earth is yet to he the abode of mam 
when in a redeemed, holy and happy state. Prepaim- 
tory <£ange8 are of course to transpire, of whidi we 
are informed We hare indubitable evidence to be- 
lieve that it will be 

THE FUTUBE ABODE 0¥ THE SAINTS. 

There is a time predicted in Scripture when not a 
wicked being will be found upon this sphere, but the 
righteous shall inherit it Abraham was '* heir of the 
world" through £uth, and those who are of faith aie 
^^ blessed with faithful Abraham." We find such 
declarations as the following : — As I Ude, saith the 
Lord, the whole earth shall be filled with my glory* 
The earth shall hefuU of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea. And every creature m 
heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and 
in the sea, and all that are in them^ heard I saying^ 
Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power be to Him 
that sitteth upon the throne, and to the hanib forever 
and ever, 

John the Revelator beheld in vision **a ^»a.t ^eacliar 
tude, which, no man cauV4 TLvmbwt^ ^ ^\^^&ss«»>^^srsS^ 
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kindred, and people, and tongues," inhabiting the earth. 
The tabernacle of God was with them, and the Holj 
One dwelling among them. These predictions, W% 
know, have never as yet been fulfilled, and are therefoi« 
in reserve for futui-e accomplishment They are baaed 
upon the life even of Jehovah Himself; a pledge Oma 
which no stronger or surer could have been giwii 
There is something tangible concerning this idea of 
man^s future abode. All real beings need a place of 
residence. Terrestrial and celestial bodies differing 
from each other in capacity and glory, even as " one 
star differeth from another," have their appropriate lor 
caUties, as the Lord hath appointed. And what place 
more fitting or desirable for man than this very earth. 
Who has not felt, even in his childhood, that were the 
evils of the present state removed, he would not wish 
a better abode ? Enter one of Nature's most delightful 
retreats — where fruits and flowers abound in rich 
luxuriance. The clear stream sparkling in the sun- 
beams, and the over-hanging foliage yielding its grate- 
ful shade. Go forth upon a lovely spring momingi 
when the vegetable creation has been resurrected to life 
and beauty. Birds are sending forth their sweetest 
melody, and the choice fragrance of delicious blossoms 
is borne upon every breeze — earth's verdant carpet is 
beneath your feet^ and the sky above of the clearest 
azure — and can you avoid the exclamation — 
Ah, this is ^tting place for man's abode. 
And here would I forever resl coii\«tkt\ 



■ 



THS WORLD AS IT WILL BB. 57 

Remove^ then, all that is evil — sin and its dismal 
results — let immortality be stamped upon his being, 
ind what more blessed state could man desire for his 
f utcure destiny ? We do not conceive that he is to be 
chained down to earth as at present, for it is written, 
**Be shall mount up with wings as eagles/' Angels 
Itte endowed with facilities for passing from heaven to 
earth, and we think it reasonable to suppose that im- 
mortal saints will also be privileged to visit other 
worlds. Yet earth will be his appropriate and eternal 
homa Preparatory however to this condition, it is to be 

RESTORED TO ITS PRIMEVAL BEAUTY. 

Beholdf I make all things new. — Rev. xxi : 6. 
Such is the declaration of Jehovah by the mouth of 
one of His holy Prophets — All things newj with ref- 
erence to the dwelling place of man, for it was that of 
which he had been previously speaking. And were 
it not for an assurance like this, dreary indeed would 
be the condition of earth's inhabitants ; those especially 
who have " come out from among " the corruptions 
and foolish vanities of the giddy throng. They are 
"pilgrims and strangers," having no fellowship with 
those who claim their citizenship to be of this world — 
and therefore, without such a hope, they would be " of 
all men the most miserable." The Regeneration, or 
new creation, is a prominent subject of Prophecy 
throughout the Scriptures. No one who examin«!.<3a.fe 
numerous texiR in re\a!t\OTv Vo \V, csccv \«^ Vs> t^rs^rj®^*^ 
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meuiiDg and foroe in them all Behoki, I cieBte new 
heayens and a new earth, saith the Lord, and the for- 
mer shall not be remembered «or come into mind. 
Lsa. 65 : 22. In this new creation there is evidently 
implied an entire removal of the curse and all its con- 
sequences. We have indeed the express annoimoe- 
mentihat Th$re shall be no mare cur«#-— Bev. zz.8y8« 
Contemplate for a moment the striking contrast be- 
tween the two claflses of predicticHis concerning the 
curse and its removal It was said of the former — 
Thorns also and thistles shaU it bring forth unto 
thee. Of the latter — Instead of the thorn shall 
come up the fir-tree^ and instead of the briar shall 
come up the myrtle tree. The wilderness shall be 
glad — the desert shall rejoice, and blossom a^ the 
rose. Sickness, sorrow, pain and death are involved 
in the curse. In its removal — Sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away. And God Himself shall wipe 
away tears from all faces. And the inhabitant sJiaU 
no more say, I am sick. And there shall be no more 
death. Thus we have the exact dissimilitude of these 
two conditions clearly revealed. The one has been 
and is already being accomplished, the other remains 
within the folds of futurity. 

All things are to be new. The field and the 

grove — the hill-top and vale — the fountain and 

stream — all to be regenerated in the important era 

^at IS approaching. And there slwll 6e no more sea. 
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Those mighty oceans that render so kige a pordoft of 
our globe uninhabitable will be no. more. Bat in 
4heir stead, streams and fountains of pure water, sufS- 
cient to gladden and fertilize the soil, and to cheer the 
hetft of man. The atmosphere, or as it is termed, iSb» 
heavens, is also to be made new. All its impuritieB 
i»e to be removed, the scorching heat and piercing 
cold; none but healthful and refreshing breeses will 
be wafted around that pure abode, 

" No pois'nons breath rfiall reach that shore." 

All will be purity and joy. There is also to be a great 
increase of light, for the light of the Moon is to be as 
the light of the sun, and the light of the sun sevenfold 
as the light of seven days — Isa. 30 : 26. This will un- 
doubtedly arise in a great measure from the pure state 
of the atmosphere, that medium through which light 
is reflected. How transcendently brilliant then the ap- 
pearance of earth with all its new visions of lovehness ! 
The mind can scarcely conceive of the glories that 
are to be manifested in that blissful new creation. 

But it may be asked, is the present gloBe to be blot- 
ted out of existence, and thus give place to the one 
which will be created ? We answer, no. The " heav- 
ens and earth which are now are reserved unto fire," it 
is true, yet not to be destroyed. In the second epis- 
tle of Peter we have this fact stated : — The elements 
shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also (shslLt»«.li\ 
and the works that a^s iWeva ^^ \i^ \i\ss:sis^ ^5c«^ 
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What then are we to understand by such language ? 
Plainly this — that the globe itself is to be melted by 
fire, and thus resolved into iti original element — a 
chaotic mass of fluid. Then it can be remoulded by 
the same mighty Architect who planned and executed 
all things in existence, and come forth from his plastic 
hand arrayed in even more than primeval beauty. To 
illustrate — Suppose a founder of metallic imagery or 
mechanism of any kind, upon finding one piece that 
proved unsatisfEustory, should submit it to the crucible, 
and after reducing it to its original molten condition, 
should remould it into a more perfect form. We 
should not call that destruction, most surely. And 
such we humbly conceive to be the fact relative to our 
earth. A new earth will it indeed be — built upon 
the ruins of the present All that language can paint 
with regard to it would fall far short of the reality. 
Every thing that can conduce to happiness will be there. 
It will be radiant with life and b^uty. Again will 
the Creator upon beholding it in its completeness and 
glory pronounce it " very good^'' and the angelic host 
" shout for joy." 

To faith's pure eye, its hills and vales 
In beauteous robes appear ; 

Its gushing rills all luminous, 
Its silent waters clear — 

And verdant groves and blossoms fair 
Within the vista rise. 

With cool retreat and flowery walk, 
And bowers of Paradise. 
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O who would not long for the appearing of that de- 
lightful transformation — and the redemption of our 
groaning earth ! The Lord hasten it in his time ! 

But let us contemplate the manner in which such 
a work is achieved. And this brings before us the 
great and glorious « 

PLAN OF REDEMPTION. 

None but He who k perfect in wisdom, could have 
conceived a design to rescue man, when once fallen, 
and restore him again to divine favor — yea, more — 
confer upon him accumulated and greatly exalted 
blessedness. And infinite wisdom alone devised, and 
is executing such a plan. It was announced in the 
garden of Eden, immediately after the fall ; and the 
main scope of all prophetic teaching, is to bring 
out this grand scheme; — our world's redemption. 
This is the crowning gem of the scripture coronet — 
the polar star of prophecy. It is the central orb of 
the gospel system, around which cluster all the rest, 
and from which radiate those sacred beams that serve 
as the light and guide of man through this dreary 
wilderness of probation. Angels sing of its glories, 
and ransomed saints will swell the song with grateful 
allelulias, through the countless ages of futurity. 
And " Let every thing that hath breath praise" Jeho- 
vah of hosts for this inestimable, all-gloiious design. 

A Redeemer, to make atonement^ was nfi&<Qs^»x^ ^s^ 
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the acoomplishment of this plan — and no being 
inferior to the Son of God was adequate to fill io 
important a sphere. He was therefore given by the 
Father, and was yet a voluntary sacrifice. There 
were three distinct offices which he^was appointed to 
fill. First as Prophet — to teach man, who had ex- 
cluded from himself all sources of spiritual knowl- 
edge, to I'estore to him that confidence in his Crea- 
tor, which had been destroyed by the Deceiver, and 
show to him the only way of salvation. A High 
Priest to ofier sacrifice, and make atonement for sin 
— and a King, to rule in righteousness, putting down 
all usurped authority and dominion. The first of 
these has been accomplished. In perfect accordance 
with each and every prophecy respecting him, he 
came, lived a noble example of virtue in the midst of 
all that was polluting, and soul-harrowing in the ex- 
treme, went about doing good to all within his pow- 
er — endured the varied tnals incident to frail human 
nature, and the more powerful conflicts with our great 
Adversary, who invented all his malice to defeat if 
possible this plan of mercy, and still maintain his own 
supremacy — and at last *^ humbled himself even unto 
death" — an ignominious death, that he might exhibit 
the power of Gk>d to raise again to life. By this 
power he was quickened, rose from the grave, and 
was made immortal ; thus opening a way for the 
reception of the same blessing by all who would exer- 
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ciw faith through him, in the same ahnighty power* 
Mora than eighteen hundred yeans have elapsed since 
the occunrence of these memorable events, and indis- 
putable record is left concerning them. They have 
been made known through every age, and many have 
believed to the '^ saving of the souL" The prophecies 
respecting the first advent have now become matters of 
history, and serve to increase our faith in that which is 
tp come. The second part of the great work to which 
we have alluded, is now in progress. He has made the. 
sacrificial offering even of his own blood, has ascended 
into the heavens, and entered within the vail to per- 
form the service of High Priest — to make atonement 
for his people. The Old Testament scriptures all point 
to this one great ofiering. All the types and cere- 
monies are significant of it, while sacred history is 
mainly a relation concerning the preservation of that 
lineage through whom the Anointed descended. We 
find, then, that this wonderful pl^n of redemption has 
been in operation ever since the M\ of our first par- 
ents. The third and crowning part of it, remains 
yet to be accomplished — the coming forth of the 
great High Priest to bless the people — or in other 
words, the coming of earthH^ Redeemer to be Kvng 
supreme — thus elevating man to the climax of bless- 
edness prepared for him. 

So explicit are the predictions of scripture upon 
this point, that it would seem there CDuld not V^ ^Jc^fc 
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shadow of a doubt upon the minds of any, who 
desire to know the truth — a doubt as to the certainty 
of Christ's second literal appearing. Nothing, surely, 
but willing skepticism could mystify, and render uncer- 
tain so plain a portion of the prophetic word. Many 
ideas have been substituted in place of the true and 
expressed signification of the word with regard to it, 
and multitudes have been thereby deceived. But if 
we adopt the rational course of receiving the expres- 
sions literally, according to the natural use of language, 
we cannot fail to decide, that, as the Messiah has once 
appeared, so he is again to be a visitant to earth, and 
the inhabitants are to behold the self-same divine 
countenance. While he sojourned here, he frequently 
gave intimation to his disciples during those delight- 
ful social interviews held with them, that although he 
was to go away for a season, he should '^ come again,*' 
and take up his abode with them. In addition to 
this, what more positive assurance could be obtained 
than that which was given by the two heavenly mes- 
sengers who appeared after the ascension, while the 
woi^dering disciples stood " gazing up into heaven." 
This same Jestis^who is taken up from you into heav- 
f n, shall so come^ in like manner^ as ye have seen him 
go into heaven. Acts. 1. 11. Were there no other 
testimony than this, it would seem sufficient to jcou- 
vince any candid mind, with regard to the certainty 
and literality of th«'\t great event. The same Jesus 



ffBS WOBU) MM IT ITELL SB; t$ 

who was crucified, and rose from the dead ; who tar- 
ried forty days upon earth, that he might hear full evi- 
denoe to his disciples, that he was ^' risen indeed.'*-— 
The same Jesus, with whom they had just been oon. 
versing about the glorious kingdom, and whom they 
had seen ascending in the clouds far away '' out of 
their sight " was to come again ^* in like manner.** 
This is plain language, and assurance positive. What 
could be more clear and definite ? Two advents^ 
and only two are predicted. But the prophecies are 
80 interwoven with regard to them, that the primitive 
disciples were continually looking for the orowning 
glory. This prompted^the inquiry, '*Wilt thou not at 
this time restore again the kingdom to Israel f" 
Acts. 1 : 6. The circumstances in connexion with the 
first, however, are now so cleaily in the past, there re- 
mains but little obscurity with those that relate to the 
second, the one yet to transpire. Who can doubt 
that the first advent was personal ? So then, to those 
who look for him, will he appear the second time^ 
without a sin-offering, to salvation. Heb. ix. 26. 
Yes, Jesus the Son of God will again appear — not as 

' The man of Calvary, 
Kot crown M with thorns to-day, • 

Not mocked and led away, 
BiU crowntd wUk everlasting glory new I " 

Well may the heart of the weary, way-worn pilgrim re- 
joice in ho])e of the fulfilm&ii& c& v^s^^^"^' 
5 
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Well indeed, may he " lift up his heart with joy, as 
his redemption draweth nigh." Who is not cheered 
and animated with the thought of meeting a loved 
absent friend, from whom he has long been separated ? 
And shall not the lovers of Jesus rejoice in the pros- 
pect of mating him, and conversing face to face, even 
upon this terrestrial sphere ? Truly, with the beloved 
disciple will they respond to the testimonials concern- 
ing his coming — " Amen, even so come, Lord Jesus." 
This second coming is to be "in the glory of his Fa- 
ther with all his holy angels." Behold, a " King 
shall rule in righteousness." A name is to he given 
Mm that is above every name, that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should how. He is to take the do- 
minion of earth as the second Adam, and thus elevate 
man to the possession of his original inheritance. 
He is to reign until he hath put all things under his feet, 
and the last enemy to be destroyed is Death. How 
important an era, then, is the second advent of the 
Messiah ! How august, and resplendent beyond al^ 
conception his appearing ! Earthly potentates may 
gain great honors, and come before their subjects with 
pomp and splendor of appearance. But the King of 
kings will come with majesty and glory as far surpass- 
ing theirs, as the mid-day sun outshines the smallest 
star of the firmament His will be a glory that is 
unearthly — even the same that surrounds the throne 
of his Father, radiating from thence and reflected 
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from the forms of all those celestial " hosts" that " do 
his will, hearkening unto the voice of his word.'' Faint 
glimpses of it only have been .revealed at times to 
mortal man, and he has withered, as it were, beneath 
its brightness. Thus upon the mount of transfigura- 
tion, where was a representation of the glorious 
appearing of Jesus with the redeemed in his kingdom, 
the frail earthly disciples " fell upon their faces, and 
were sore afraid." Moses, too, and Isaiah, and Daniel 
— all who have beheld but a gleam of that glory, 
have been prostrated by it So far is it beyond the 
brightest visions that ever glow on earth. A retinue 
of angels — those holy, joyful messengers, clothed in 
the same effulgence, will attend him at his coming. 
The blissful period of which they sang at his first 
appearing, when he lay an infant in the manger, will 
have arrived ; and truly will they be most active in 
its celebration. They have been ever interested in 
the great work of the world's redemption, and have 
been employed as special agents in its accomplish- 
ment In this manner will the Redeemer come again 
to finish out this most wonderful plan. When fully 
perfected, and the earth is filled with joyous and holy 
inhabitants, then will ascend from every hill-top and 
vale that song of the " great multitude which no man 
can number " — " Blessing, and honor, and glory, and 
power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb forever and ev^t I" >^3A\tfi\» <2i^ss^ ^s:&*- 
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oordfmt note will mar the melody of that triumphant 

•ODg. 

THB APPROACHIKe AGS. 

Nearly all classes of religionibts, as we have already 
intimated, are anticipatiDg the dawn of a happy pe- 
riod to earth, when iniquity shall be done away, and 
righteousness universally prevail. Tet varied indeed, 
are their views respecting it Numbers who reject the 
literal interpretation of scripture, look for a gradual 
renovation with the means now in progress. The con- 
version of all nations is to take place, as they ima- 
gine, under the present course of preaching the gospel ; 
and then will arrive the happy period when Christ 
will reign spiritually, that is, his religion will be ac- 
knowledged by all mankind. Now could we find 
this predicted in the Bible, most assuredly would we 
believe it, notw iihstanding the exceedingly discoura- 
ging aspect of things at present But, denying the 
mystical or spiritual interpretation of the word, which 
must be done in all cases, except where there is direct 
evidence for it, in order to get at the correct founda- 
tion of any thing revealed, no such prediction appears. 
The entire conversion of the world, consequent ui)on 
the means now in use, by those who are denominated 
evangelical Christians, is no where taught upon the 
pages of inspiration. The gospel has been preached 
for more than eighteen hundred years past, and who 
win Bay that the vfox\6. is any nearei an entm conver- 
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ftion^ than it was during the first century? Tru€^ 
there is much nominal Christianity abroad; hut gen^ 
nine piety ^ such as exerts a power upon the hearts of 
men, is at a low ebb, we may almost say, scarcely dis- 
cemibla And there is far less power attending the 
preaching of the word now, than formerly, especially 
during apostolic daya The professed churches of Christ 
have become amalgamated with the world, both as 
regards its spirit and practices ; while, as we have 
already seen, iniquity among the mass abounds to an 
alarming degree. And thi<i is in exact accordance 
with scripture testimony upon the subject Iniquity 
shall abound, and the love of many wax cold. Matt* 
zxiv. 12. Evil men and seducers shall wax worse 
aird worse, 2 Tim. iiL 13. The tares and the whoat 
w^re both to grow together until the harvest — which 
is the end of the age. The ^^ tares" are stated to be 
the "children of the wicked one." The '* wheat," 
the "children of the kingdom." Such language 
surely is plain and positive. How can we mistake its 
meaning ? If the preaching of the gospel, then, is 
not to accomplish the work of a world's conversion, 
it may be inquired, what is its object ? The gospel, 
we reply, is the good newSj or glad tidings concern- 
ing the kingdom of Gbd, that is to be established 
upon the earth. Christ has sent forth his ministers 
with the proclamation of these glad tidings, to be 
published in off the world iot «^ '''' '«\Xtw^^* >5s&Rfc ^^ 
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nations.*' . The means also of obtaining an heirship 
to that kingdom are made known — repentance for 
sin, and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, that all may 
have an opportunity to choose or refuse the blessings 
pMTered. For this purpose, the Bible has been given, 
and freely circulated in almost every language upon 
earth. Life and death are continually set before the 
multitude, and decisions have been forming, that 
reach forth upon et$rnal destinies. In every age, 
some have accepted the offer of salvation, and been 
** sealed unto the day of redemption ;" while num- 
bers have rejected it, and chosen the ^ wages of sin," 
which mre eternal death. In this way the Lord has 
been gathering out of every age and nation, those 
who shall inherit the "world to come." This, then, is 
the design of God in causing the proclamation con* 
ceming the kingdom to be made to a ruined world. 
The majority have ever rejected it It is the 'Mittle 
flock " who are exhorted to " fear not," for they shall 
possess the kingdom. 

THE THOUSAND YEABS. 

This portion of time has ever been regarded by the 
church as an important period in the world's future 
iiistory; an age of brightness, the rays of which, al- 
though shining prospectively, light up the dreariness of 
the present With regard to this period, the order 
oy events ^^ manner of their accom^pMnnftut — and 
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other points, there is diversity of opinion, even anuHig 
those who unite generally upon the platform of a literal 
interpretation. Yet we are by no means to infer from 
this that revelation is not clear upon the subject, or 
that it is a matter not to be comprehended by the 
human intellect We are but fallible, erring mortals; 
and see only " through a glass darkly." And it is not 
strange that we are slow in grasping in our vision those 
mighty scenes that appear only in perspective. There 
has ever been a slowness to comprehend the revealed 
purposes of God relative to the future. Thus was it 
with believers previous to the gospel age. The first 
advent, with its accompanying blessings, was but dimly 
perceived, even by those who werei ferthest in advance 
concerning spiritual or heavenly things, and thus it is 
with reference to the future age. It becomes us then 
under these circumstances, to bow reverently before the 
sacred word, and whatever knowledge we receive^ make 
known with all humility — not arrogantly assuriiing a 
superiority over those who are destitute of such per- 
ceptions of truth ; remembering at the same time, that 
we are but finite, and know little in comparison with 
the vast field before us. That which is requisite to an 
understanding of the truth is a willing mind, with an 
earnest desire to be taught of God. We are aIso to 
" seek for wisdom " — to '^ search diligently as for hid 
treasures." Then the promise is ours — that we diaU 
"find the knowledge of Goi2^ 
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It 18 not our purpose in the present w(»k to exhibit 
die difiiaraiit views that are entertained relative to this 
period^ or even to attempt the exposition of any one 
pMtioular system. To enter into any special detail re- 
gardii^ the thousand years, were we competent to the 
work, would of itself fill an entire volume far exceeding 
die dimensions of the present We shall simply, then, 
give a synopsis of some of the leading events that are 
to transpire, with scripture proofs upon each point, not 
Msoming, however, that the exact order is maintained 
tt regards the time of their occurrence. The *^ thou- 
Mnd years,** or as sometimes termed, Millennial Beigm 
is aanoonced in the book of Revelatiou, 20th chap* 
Other terms are used in scripture evidently denoting 
tbe same period. It is called the "Day of the Lord," 
also, the " Day of Judgment, and perditicm of ungodly 
men," and in 2d Pet 3:8, we have this assurance — 
that **One day is with the Lcvd as a thtmsand yean^ 
and a thouaand years as one dayP The "Sabbath" is 
ako another name designating it, and the Jewish Sab- 
hath being the seventh day of the week, of which this 
is the antetype, it seems reasonable to infer that the 
great Sabbath is to be the seventh day of time, oouse- 
quently the seven thousandth period of the world's his- 
tory. It is the " rest that remaineth for the people of 
Qod" Another term employed is the " Times of the 
Restitution." This implies a restoring or recovering 
a/hrmer staU^ tiie " timee^" that penod ki whidbtsudi 
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a work is accomplished. The Old Testament prophe- 
cies are filled with numerous predictions concerning the 
nsioration of earth to its Eden condition, a second Par- 
adisiacal state, and the ^times'' during which this 
grand scheme is to be carried out and completed is 
that blessed period, still in the future, toward which is 
turned the eyes of all who have faith in the prophetic 
word — all diligent students of the Bible — a period <^ 
the most momentous interest to every child of Adam* 
The opening scene of this grand future, as we have in^ 
dubitable evidence to believe, is 

THS 8SC0KD ABVSNT OF THE MBSSIAS. 

And he shall send Jesus Christ, who before waa 
preached unto you, whom the heaven must reeeive 
until the times of restitution of all things which Qod 
hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets 
since the world began. Acts 3 : 20, 2 1. This evidently 
imptiea that at the comtneneement of those '^ times '' 
the Saviour will appear. It is also taught in the 
assurance, already alluded toy which is found in the 
book of Eevelation, that He is to reign with the saints 
.on the earth, fat the space of one thousand years. 
And, says the apostle Paul, in Cor. xv. chap^ He 
must reign till he hath put all enemies under his feet 
The last enemy that shall be destroyed is Death ; (bar 
monizing with the closing scenes, spoken of in Rev« xxv 
14; And i^o/A and hidli, 01 W^ gcK^^ ^9» 'sMfc*'^^** 



74 THE WORLD AS IT WILL BK. 

the lake of fire, which is the second death.) Then 
Cometh the end (of the thousand years, or the seven 
prophetic days of the world's history,) when he shall 
have "delivered up the kingdom to God, even tlie 
Father, when he shall have put down all rule, and 
all authority, and power," or, as U^ught in Ps. 2d, 
when he shall have dashed the earthly kingdoms or 
thrones to pieces, like a potter's vessel The restitu- 
tion, then, with all those mighty scenes that are to fill 
up the period of its accomplishment, is perfected 
beneath the personal reign of Jesus — the world's 
Restorer. Ji& regards the hterality of his coming, 
with its attendant glories, we have previously quoted 
several texts — enough, surely, to substantiate our pres- 
ent position. One of the first events that transpire at 
his coming, is the 

BINDING OF BATAK. 

And I saw an angel come down from heaven hav- 
ing the key of the bottomless pit, and a great chain in 
his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that old 
serpent^ which is the Devil and Satan, and hound him 
a thousand years. Rev. 20: 1,2. This great adver- 
sary of God and man, who hath filled the world with 
woes and corruptions, is to be held by almighty power 
during the whole period, so that there shall be no 
temptations, or wily schemes of wickedness abroad in 
all the earth. Blest day of deliverance ! when the 
aivh enemy will be held in chains, and \hfe VioMst «3\d 
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power of Him, who is mightier than the mightiest 
shall be vindicated. We have also 

THE KESUBREOTION OF THB BLEEPING SAINTS. 

For the trumpet shall sound, (denoting the opening 
of a new era,) and the dead shall be raised incorrupt- 
ible, 1. Cor. XV : 62. Blessed and holy is he that 
hath part in the first resurrection. Eev. xx : 6. For 
the Lord himself shall descend from heaven, with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God : and the dead in Christ shall rise first 
1. Thess. iv: 16. And this is the will of him that 
sent me, that every one that seeth the Son and believ- 
eth on him, may have everlasting life, and Twill raise 
him up at the last day, John vi : 40. I know that 
my Eedeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the 
latter day upon the earth, and though after my skin 
worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see 
God. Job. xix: 25, 26. 

Other texts might be quoted, but these, so clear, 
and positive, are sufficient to establish the truth of the 
point presented. At that time, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob — prophets and apostles — all those holy men 
of old, who Hved and died in the faith of the gospel, 
and who have for so long a p^od been ** sleeping in 
Jesus," will be quickened by the same Spirit, that 
raised up Jesus from the dead, and have bodies "^^aafc^- 
ioned Lie unto his glorio\iB bcAy? Taftj^ ^w^^t^^^v^^ 
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the gift of immortality, by 'which they will be rendered 
incapable of "' dying any more." What an illastrious 
company will thus come forth from the dust of the 
earth — real, tangible beingt, having each his own 
identity, so that they will be known as the very indi- 
viduals of whom the Bible and history have spoken. 
Of this we are assured, from the fact Uiat Christ said 
to the wicked Jews — " Ye shall see Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, 
and you yourselves thrust out" This is indeed the hope 
for fallen man, sentenced to death — a resurrection to a 
second immortal life. Blessed be God, that the light of 
such a star shines upon the otherwise dreary future ! 
No wonder is it that the great apostle was ^ pressing 
forward" with determined seal and dih'gence, that he 
might by any means attain unto that first and ^ better " 
resurrection. And wh^i this great company have been 
** born again " or animated by the breath of God to a 
second^ life, then will take place 

THX CHANGE OV THE LIVIKa 8AIKTS. 

** We shall not all sleep," saith the scripture by Paul, 
** but we shall all be changed in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last tramp^" And what » 
this change ? We have the answer. For this corrupt- 
ible must put on mcorrupHony and this mortal must 
put on immortalily. And then shall be brought to 
pass the saying that is written. Death is swallowed up 
la rjetorjr. 1 Cot. xv. 51, 64. 



TRS WORLD AS IT WILL BX. 77 

The dead in Christ shall mefirnt. Then we ,who 
are alive and remain, shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air. 
1 Thess. iv. 16, 17. The prophet Elijah was "caught 
up ^ from the presence and fellowship of Elisha, and 
upon him passed the change from mortal to immortal- 
ilty. Enoch also, the "seventh from Adam," was trans- 
lated, because he was a holy man, and had the 
''testimony that he pleased God." But he was nol 
taken from earth in his mortal state, for it is expressly 
stated, that the reason for which he was translated 
was, 4?iat he should not see death. He was therefore 
"changed" or made immortal, and the testimony 
stands forth on Bible record as evidence of that which 
is to take place at the coming of the Lord, with ref- 
erence to the righteous who shall then be living upon 
the earth. And upon tbe mount of transfiguration, 
in that miniature representation of the future kingdom, 
two earthly beings appear — one, a mortal raised 
from the dead, the other, a living mortal changed — 
both glowing in all the refulgence of immortality 
shining even " as the sun." Thus will a great com- 
pany be made ^ perfect," and fitted to shine forth in 
the kingdom of Gk>d. 

RESTORATION OF JBRUSALEM, AND GATHERINQ OF IS- 
RAEL TO THE PROMISED LAND. 

The land of Palestine, and particularly that por- 
tion of it denominated Jeni&aX^oi^ \k»8i ^^«t \sw2». • 
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prominent point of interest in the scripture history 
concerning our earth. There, as we liave good evidence 
for belief, was located the garden of Eden, or, as it is 
sometimes termed, ** garden of the Lord," as being 
emphatically chosen by Him, because *' beautiful for 
situation *' — the "joy of the whole earth." After 
the transgression of our first parents, they were 
"driven out" from this Paradisiacal abode; while, in 
connection with the rest of earth, it received those 
physical evils involved in the curse. Still, in the eye 
of the Creator, that locality continued to appear 
sacred. His chosen people Israel, were promised an 
inheritance there, and were led out of Egypt through 
the wilderness to obtain it. Their enemies were diiv- 
en out, and the land was divided to them by lot, 
which was a partial fulfilment of Ihe promise^ or 
rather a type of the blessing in store for them. Upon 
that very spot, those great and solemn scenes connec- 
ted with the first advent were transacted. There 
Christ was born, lived out his days of earthly pilgrim- 
age, was crucified, buried, rose from the dead, and 
from thence ascended to the throne of his Father. 
Sacred indeed, are all the associations connected with 
the scenes that transpired at that eventful period. 
And who that has a spark of reverence for things 
divine, can fail of being softened and subdued while 
gazing there, feeling throughout the fibres of his being, 
that it if hahowedi ground ? 



THE WORH) AS IT WILL BB. 79 

It was prophesied of this land, that it should be 
laid waste, and made utterly desolate. Jer. 4: 27; 
26: 18. And this prediction has been strictly ful- 
filled. The united testimony of travelers proves that 
there has been scarcely a portion of habitable earth i^ 
utterly barren and desolate as this. Jerusalem has 
been laid in ruins — and ** Zion " has been " ploughed 
as a field." Thus hath Gk>d spoken, and thus has 
his word been verified. Mahoraedans have reared 
their mosques, and displayed their superstitious wor- 
ship where once the temple stood in all its typsical 
glory ; while the presence of the Eternal has departed, 
and His name is no longer reverenced there. But we 
have other prophetical announcements concerning this 
chosen land, -that yet remain to be fulfilled. We 
will quote a few of them. In mount Zion and in 
Jerusalem shall be deliverance (in the day of judg- 
ment,) as the Lord hath said. Joel. 11 : 32. Upon 
mount Zion shall be deliverance, and there shall bo 
holiness, and the house of Jacob shall possess their 
possessions ; Ob. 1 7. For God will save Zion, and 
will build the cities of Judah, that they may dwell 
there, and have it in possession. The seed also of his 
servants shall inherit it, and they that love his name 
shall dwell therein. Ps. 69 : bb^ 36. The Lord loveth 
the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob. 
Ps. 87 : 2. For the Lord hath chosen Zion, he hath 
desirqd it for his habitation. Pa. \%1\ \^. ^\^^^^ 



Zton sbnll go fortli the law, and the word of t}ie 
Lord from Jerusalem. Isa. 11:3. And the Redeemer 
shall etme to Zion, and unto those that turn from 
transgression in Jacob, saith the Lord. Isa. 59 : 20. 
And the Lord shall inherit Judah his portion in the 
holy land, and shall choose Jerusalem again. Zech. 
11 : 12. These are but a few of the many prophe- 
cies concerning: the restoration of Jerusalem to its for- 
mer state. There is abundant proof to satisff^nj 
reasonable mind that the literal land^ where the Cre- 
ator has from time to time manifested his glory, is to 
be cleansed, and rendered again perfect and fit for his 
peculiar, chosen dwelling-place. There was located 

''the throne of David, and the promise is that Christ 
shall sit upon that very throne ; Luke 1 : S2 : 
while his kingdom is to extend over all the earth. 
Jerusalem is to be the central point, ot capital of that 
kingdom, which will be established when the King 
shall appear, who is to '^ rule in righteousness." It 
will constitute the great focal point of millennial glory, 
from whence refulgent beams of truth and justice will 
go forth to gladden the entire earth. Israel too, and 
Judah, His chosen people, are to be gathered to their 
own land. Upon this point we shall quote but a very 
few of the predictions that are uttered concerning it 
The promise was made to that peculiar people, that 
ihey should inherit the land. As it is well known, 

ibefhavebe&i scattered and driven among all nations, 
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on accouBt of their utter dkobedience. But they am 
4a be gathered and reinstated in the land of promise^ 
aa saith the word of the Lord. In hb days, (speak- 
ing of the King,) Judah shall be saved, and Israel 
shall dwell safely. Therefore, behold the days come, 
saith the Lord, that they shall no more say, the Lord 
liveth which brought up the children of Israel, out of 
the land of Egypt But the Lord liveth which brought 
up, and which led the seed of the house of Israel out 
of the north country from all countries whither I had 
driven them, and thet shall dstell in thbib owh 
LAND. Jer. 23 : 5, 8. Hear the word of the Lord, O 
ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, and say, 
He that scattered Israel will gather him aud keep him 
as a shepherd doth his flock. For the Lord hath 
redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him from the hand 
of him that was stronger than he. Therefore they 
shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall 
flow together to the goodness of the Lord for wheat| 
and for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the 
flock, and of the herd, and their soul shall be as a 
watered garden, and they shall not sorrow any mora 
at all. Jer. 31:10, 12. And I will make them 
one nation (Israel and Judah,) in the land upon the 
mountains of Israel, and one king shall be king ^ 
them all, and they shall be no more two nationij^ 
neither shall they be divided into two kingdon^a wfiff 
more at all Ez. 37 : 22. But we £ox:b<^»ai. ^^Sw^ 
6 
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prophecies touching this subject are exceedingly numer- 
ous, both in Isaiah, Jeremiah and in the lesser prophets. 
We leave tlie reader to examine kindied texts, which 
cannot fail to convince the mind that the antetype of 
that which took place in the land of Egypt by the 
hand of Moses, is to be realized when the great leader 
at his second advent, or during his millennial reign, 
shall release his chosen people from bondage, and 
bi-ing them into the true promised land. Rich indeed, 
are the blessings that are in store for the Israel of 
God. The Lord redeem his pledge, and to his name 
be all the glory I 

DEMOLISnil^a OF EARTHLY KINGDOMS. 

The kingdoms of this world are not in harmony 
with the exalted principles and ends of God's govern- 
ment They savor too much of that arbitrary spirit 
that takes delight in exercising '^ lordship over " the 
people, and "authority upon them." There is a 
wielding of power which results in the exaltation of 
those who rule, and the degradation of those govern- 
ed. This is antagonistical to that spirit of divine 
government whioh is good will and honor to all con- 
cerned. Human governments, therefore, like all else 
pertaining to earth in its present condition, are a per- 
version of right, or the original design of the supreme 
Gbvemor. And it is in His pui'pose that they shall 
be demolished, and mankind bo governed ^ upon 
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righteous principles. This is to take place during the 
thousand years reign of the Messiah. After taking 
possession of his throne, He is to extend dominion 
over the entire earth. In the prophecy of Daniel, 
we have a full description, by means of varied sym- 
bols, of four universal monarchies, which have borne 
rule over earth — the fourth being divided into several 
minor kingdoms, (which is now its condition,) and 
these to be succeeded >by a kingdom " set up by the 
God of heaven," and which shall " never be destroy- 
ed." Then, as it is written — The kingdom shall not 
be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces, 
and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand 
forever. Dan. 2 : 44. And further. Yet have I 
set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. Ask of 
me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inher- 
itance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
possession. Thou shalt break them with a rod of 
iron, thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's ves- 
sel. Ps. 2 : 6, 9. For the nation and kingdom that 
will not serve ihee shall perish ; yea, those nations shall 
be utterly wasted. Isa. 9:12. And I will overthrow 
the throne of kingdoms, and I will destroy the strength 
of the kingdom of the heathen. Hagg. 2 : 22. And 
the seventh angel sounded, and there were great voices 
in heaven saying, The kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Ghrvai-^ 
and he shall reign foreyeit aiA ^^^t. ^^^i* W\V5>' 
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We see then, that all earthly kingdoms are to give 
waj to the peaceful and blessed reign of Christ, the 
world^s Sovereign. And his will be indeed a reign 
of righteousness and peace, shedding its benign and 
hallowed influences *' from sea to sea, and from the 
river unto the ends of the earth." 

Although many other things are to be accomplished 
during this period, yet as we previously stated we 
should not enter into it minutely, we come now to 
speak of the closing scenes. 

BESUBRSCTION OF THE WICKED. 

^ There is a rewrrectian vnto life, of which we 
have already spoken, the " first " and ^ better " re»- 
urreotion, and all who *^ seek for glory, honor and 
immortality," shall have a part in it There is also a 
resurrection to condemnation or death of all the un- 
godly who have ever polluted our earth. While they 
who ^sow to the spirit are of the spirit to reap life 
everlasting,** they who "sow to the flesh, are of the 
flesh to reap corruption.^^ At the resurrection of the 
unjust, no life-giving spirit will cry — ** Awake and 
sing, ye that dwell in the dust" But a voice of ter- 
ror will arouse and bid them come forth to judgment. 
They will awake to shame and everlasting contempt." 
And what a congregation will be there ! Sinners of 
every grade and condition. Those who have slighted 
Jvpeated calls of mercy, and died aa they lived in 
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unrigbteousneas. The beast! j inebriate, and sensaal 
debauchee — the gambler and profane — the thief 
and murderer — those Jaws who " crucified the Lord 
of glory," and those despots of the nineteenth centa- 
rj, who have abused those created in His image-*- 
exercising the same crucifying spirit toward 8i»me of 
his little ones. What a congregation of nnortal, cor- 
ruptible, doomed, and miserable beings I Not to live 
and reign in glory, but to endure the pangs of the 
second death. Our authority for placing this at the 
close of the times of restitution, is found in Rev. 20 : 
5. After speaking of the righteous and their " reign 
with Christ a thousand years," it is added : But the rewi 
of the dead Wv^ not again^tfn^7 the thousand yeatM 
toere finished. This, then, is the second resurrection ; 
and terrible, indeed, is their condition, who have paK 
in it. 

THEIR JUDGMENT A^D DESTRUCTION. 

TtfEN shall the King say unto those on his left 
hand. Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels. Matt 25 : 41. 
And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and 
death and the grave delivered up the dead which were 
in them, and they were judged, every man according 
to their works; and death and hell (or the grave,) 
were cast into the lake of firo, Tkia >&\3«sa %*wa^ 
deathj and whosoever ^«a ixi^A* teasA ^T^^V^».'^»fi6w 
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book of life was cast into the lake of fire. Hev. 20 : 
18, 15. The wicked shall perish, and the enemies of 
the Lord shall be as the fat of lambs: they shall con- 
sume, into smoke they shall consume away. Ps. 37 : 
20. For, behold, the day cometh that shall bum as 
an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wick- 
edly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall 
hum them up^ saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall 
leave them neither root nor branch. Mai. 4: 1. 
They shall perish in their own corruption. 2 Pet. 2 : 
12. The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 
with, his mighty angels in flaming fire, taking ven- 
geance on them that know not God and obey not the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; who shall be pun- 
ished with everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord, and from the glory of his power. 2 
Thess. 1 : 7, 9. For the wages of sin is death. Rom. 
6 : 23. All the wicked will he destroy. Ps. 45 : 20. 
These few texts gathered from the multitude that 
may be found in the Bible upon this point, are sufii- 
cient to demonstrate the fact, that those who come 
forth air the second resurrection, will be judged and 
sentenced to eternal death, or final and irretrievable 
destruction. 

DESTRUCTION OP SATAN OR THE DEVIL. 

And the dev il that deceived them, was cast into the 
J^e ofdre and bnmak>n<^ where tloLebeaal tcadtivft Calae 
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prophet are, and shall be tormented day and nighti 
forever and ever. Rer. 20: 10. That through death, 
He might desti'oj him that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil Heb. 2: 14. During the thou- 
sand years this great enemy of God and man is to bo 
held in chains (it is not revealed to us in what man- 
ner,) so that his wily arts or unhallowed influences 
will not in the least retard the glorious work of res- 
titution. But at the close of this period, he is to be 
released for a season, to do his final work of decep- 
tion among men. He is then to be sentenced and 
receive his just doom — death eternal. And "the 
last enemy that shall be destroyed is death," who 
hath ever been one of Satan's ambassadors in our fal- 
len world. Then, indeed, may the shout be echoed, , 
and re-echoed by all the redeemed — ^ * Thanks be 
unto God who hath given us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ 1 " 

MELTINO OF THB BARTH. 

As this subject has been previously presented, we 
shall say but little in this connexion. The world, or 
the works that were therein, was once destroyed by 
a flood, and how dreary must have been that vast 
abjss of waters, with no spot for the eye to rest upon 
of life or verdure. But the heavens and the earth 
which are now, hy the same word are ke\jt Ixs^ s^-^*^ 
reserved urUo fire agjdnat tiaa Aa:^ cS. ^xA-^oiSsc^ «»Sw 
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perdition of ungodly men. 2 Pet 3 : 7. Tbe leav- 
ens shall pass awaj with a great noise, and the de- 
ments shall melt with fervent heat ; the eaKh also, and 
the works that are therein, shall be burned up. 10th 
verse. Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foun- 
dation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of 
thy handsw They shall perish, but thou remainest, 
and they all shall wax old as doth a garment And 
as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shali be 
changed, Heb. 1 : 10, 12, as quoted from the Psalms. 
How far surpassing the deluge in terror and desolation, 
will be this final and destructive conflagration ! The 
heavens and the eaith on fire! There is something 
fearful in the raging of this element when confined 
even to a small portion of our earth. But when the 
entire planet is wrapped in fiames, and the atmosphere 
surrounding it presents one sheet of liquid fire, how 
indescribably, yea, inconceivably terrific must be the 
scene ! What i^ heart can endure, or hands be strong ^ 
in that most terrible day of God ? 

We shall not philosophize or theorize about the 
ttianner in which this work will be accomplished. 
The mighty Creator is able to perform it in what- 
ever way it may please hi m. It would seem, how- 
ever, that there were striking evidences of its fulfil^ 
ment all around us. The fact that our globe within 
h actuB]]y a lake of fire, covered with a comparatively 
ti/n crust; and thai this occaMonaU7\>URi(Bi^n^\i^«fc. 
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In the volcano, shows that it would be an eavy matter 
fimn this cause to envelope the woHd in flames. Or 
#ere the relation of the gases composing the atroos- 
jAiere slight Ij changed, a convulsion would take place 
that would '* shake the heavens and earth," and wrap 
the whole in fire. We see, then, at present, causes in 
operation sufficient to produce this fearful result But 
aside from these— the Lord hath spoken, and his 
word can never fail. Thus will the earth be melted, 
and again become a chaotic mass. But it may be 
asked, what T^ill become of the people of God ftr- 
ing that dreadful day of burning? They will be 
safe, we can answer firmly and unhesitatingly. There 
was an ark of safety in the time of the deluge, into 
which the righteous entered and were preserved. 
And when God's judgm^ts came upon Egypt, His 
people were passed over. Thus has it been, and thus 
will it be. It is written, Upon mount Zion shall be 
deliverance; and further — In that day shall this song 
be sung in the land of Judah; We have a strong 
city. Salvation will God appoint for walls and bul- 
warks. Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation 
which keepeth the truth may enter in. Thou wilt 
keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on 
ihee, because he trusteth in thee. Trust ye in the Lord 
Ibrenrer: for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting 
strength. Isa.26: 1,4. Again — Thftl^st^^b^'^*'^ 
roar out of Zion, and nttei b» ^ovi^ feomlwasi^^* 
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and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the 
Lord will be the hope of his people, and the strength 
of the children of Israel. Joel 3:16. Thei/ wUl be safe, 
God will provide an ark of safety for them, which will 
most probably be the New Jerusalem. If it is upon 
the site of the former citj, and is cleansed and puri- 
fied during the thousand years, then that spot will be 
preserved from the fiery judgment And it is most 
probable that there will be the '^ hiding place " where 
the saints will be gathered. " Blessed " indeed " are 
those who put their trust in Him." 

NEW HEAVENS AND EARTH. 

Behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and 
the former shall not be remembered nor come into 
mind. Isa. 65 : 1 7. And I saw a new heaven and a 
new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth were 
passed away ; and there was no more sea. Eev. 21:1. 
Thus we have the immutable promise of Jehovah that 
when the week of this world's history is finished, and 
the wickedness of the wicked hath come to an end 
when the heavens and earth wherein they existed are 
dissolved by fire — that there shall be a new creation—: 
complete and glorious as at the first, and which i^-to 
an abode fit for the righteous to enter. We have spo- 
ken in the fonner part of our work concerning things 
as they were before the transgression of our first pa- 
Ji9/2i& These are all to be restote4—«ii^\iia ^acid's 
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redemption complete. Then will the Son of God, " see 
ci the travail of his soul and be satisfied." The Father 
Himself will smile with supreme delight^ and aQ the 
host of heaven shout for joy. Then will those Psalms 
be fullj realized that prophesy a whole earth resound- 
ing with praise. Yea, " everything that hath breath 
will praise the Lord." 

Thrice blessed orb I From every mouDt 

And every glen shall rise 
A quenchless flame of perfect love. 

Accepted sacrifice ; 
Each hallow'd mom, and noon, and eve. 

Seraphic notes will bear, 
And He who covered Sinai's top 

Shall dwell in glory there. 

The " morning stars '* will then again 

In lofty songs unite. 
And all the Sons of Grod raise high 

Their shouts of pure delight : 
Yea, God Himself will call it "good," 

And that bright work divine. 
Amid the countless gems of light 

Forevermore will shine. 

WHEN- WILL THESE THINGS BE? 

!' -J9bOH was the inquiry of the disciples at Jerusalem, 
when Christ was foretelling those things that should 
transpire relative to that city, and also with regard to 
the world itself. And such also has been the 6iQili<:^^Nb& 
inquiry of many, througliout iJba goe^ «Jg^* ^^ 
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yet^ no answer as regaixiB the definite point of tim^ 
has been given. True, there are prophetic numbers 
placed on Bible record, and these have been carefullj 
studied by the most diligont and spiritually-minded 
students of the word ; who have at different times ex- 
pressed great faith in the correctness of the conclusions 
to which they have arrived — still, they have been proven 
incorrect as to the exactness of the point specified 
for the commencement of the millennial age. The dif- 
ficulty, however, consists not in the incorrectness of 
those numbers, but is to be attributed solely to the im- 
perfection of iuman chronology. We cannot arrive 
at perfect accuracy with regard to the date of historical 
events; and therefore shall not know the "day nor 
hour " when the sun of that long-looked for day shall 
dawn upon our world. And this is in accordance with 
the word respecting it It is to come unexpectedly — 
or at least "in an hour that ye think not." True, 
there will be a class watchdng for its appearing — but 
even these may be disappointed as to the exact period 
and manner of its approach. 

Yet, notwithstanding the diflSculty of arranging the 
prophetic numbers so as to get a knowledge of the 
exact termination of the present age; we are moi left 
wholly in the dark concerning it By no means. 
There are several distinct, grand outlines given of the 
world's history, which show us where we are, and what 
MB before vbs, giving very nearly the time ^\i«(i to «&- 
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peot the mom^itous changes oi which we have spoken. 
It is our privilege to know when the '^daj-star" is 
shining, giving token that the morning is soon to dawD« 
Certain signs are predicted which have been ful- 
filled. The peculiar state of the church and the world 
are graphically described just prior to the scenes of that 
great daj. That state exists at present There is an 
expectation among men generally of a speedily ap- 
proaching crisis — and we have firm evidence to con- 
clude that we are rapidly nearing that long expected 
and glorious period. Ji is btU just before us. The 
daynstar has arisen, and soon will the morning burst 
forth in all its refulgence ; the morning of such a day 
as earth has never known. What solenm reflections 
are urged upon the mind in view of such a fact I Ah, 
" Who can abide the day of His coming ? and who can 
stand when He appeareth " ? Those only who have 
" clean hands and pure hearts " — who have accepted 
the profiered terms of salvation, and have thus become 
heirs of the promised inheritance. 

CONCLUSIOK. 

Glorious indeed is the future we have been contem- 
plating, for all who obey the gospel of God, and be- 
come co-workers witfet Him in his great and beneficent 
plan of mercy to a fallen world. There is something 
in it of reality -^ of rationality, which is suitedi to the 
very natuie and capacitieB of masi» Tt^^^^L^d^s^sso^s^aKv 
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may enjoy tlie imaginary prospective of bis sensual 
paradise — the Swedenborgian endeavor to grasp his 
ethereal one — yea, other human-invented schemes of 
future happiness make many dupes among the visionary 
or ignorant But this true Bible theory, bearing di- 
vinity upon the very face of it, and in all its parts, is 
the only solid foundation for faith and hope — the only 
real future that is presented for the pursuit of blinded, 
erring man. Away, then, with fancies and theories, 
and let the word of Jehovah, as revealed in the Bible, 
be received, and relied upon with unshaken confidence. 
Here, as upon a rock of interminable strength, may we 
stand secure. " The word of Qod standelh surey 
It is immutable, unchangeable, eternal. ^ Heaven and 
earth may pass away," but His word never/ His 
promise and oath have both been given as security to 
the wavering. *^As I live, ^ He hath said, **all the 
earth shall be filled with my glory." Mountains may 
fall away, the eternal rock be loosened at its base, and 
be thrown into the depth of the sea — yea, the stars 
themselves fall from heaven, or t he sun be blotted out 
of the universe, but the word of Him who " cannot lie," 
who "spake and it was done, commanded and it stood- ^ 
fast," can never fail. In every jot and tittle will it all 
be fulfilled. Here, then, is an "inchor sure and stead- 
fast " — a ** hope that maketh not ashamed " — a firm 
resting-place for weary, wandering man. 

Be entreated, then, feQow inbabitant of this sin- 



THE WORLD AS IT WILL BE. 95 

cursed, transitory and sorrowful world, to "lay hold 
upon this hope that is set before you in the gospel/' 
and " by well-doing, seek for glory, honor and immor- 
tality ; " that you may dwell upon the earth renewed, 
and join in the full chorus that shall resound from 
every portion of its wide domain — Immortal praise 
to God and the Lamb. 
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THE GOSPEL HOPE. 

( A N A S T A S I S . ) 



Oh, earth is dark — > deeply, intensely dark : 

Shi'ouded in sin, while sorrow's dismal pall 

Is overapread. The siglis, and groans, and team 

Of her vast millions, rise unceasingly, 

In one continuous cloud; most woful cloud, 

Whereon no sunbeams shine. And there is nought 

Where'er the eye can roam, to cheer the heart ; 

All, all is desolate. Death stalks abroad, 

And lays his withering hand on old and young : 

Mortals of every rank, and every age, 

Are stricken down by his all-conquering arm. 

And left as nought, to moulder in the earth, 

Add turn again to dust Alas ! how sad, 

How deeply mournful is the work of death ! 

The lovely boy that has just learned to lisp 

The words his mother taught him, in the bloom 

And ireshnees of his childhood, droops, and turns 

To^marble paleness; while the eye is closed 

That once was full of beauty, and the lips 

Sealed in unwonted silence. Those around 

Gaze with uumingled grief, as thcY boJasM. 
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This sleeping cherub laid within the tomb. 

And who can tell the loneliness and grief 

Of her who gave it birth, — of those who bore 

The name of Parent to this Uttle one ? 

Oh I cruel foe ! to rob them of their joy, 

To crush their hopes that yet were in the bud. 

And leave them stricken, like the forest-tree 

Scathed by the lightning's blast Who can assuage 

Their bitter poignant grief? 

Behold her too, 
Around whom gathered, day by day, a group 
Of cherished ones — their sun, their source of joy ; 
Guiding, restraining, teaching, leading them 
As none beside could do; now lying low 
Upon the bed of languishing — her life 
Yielding at last to man's relentless foe, 
And she is borne away, hid from their eyet^ 
To be deposited where worms may feed 
On her once lovely form. Alas ! Alas ! 
The piteous moans of these poor orphans, tell 
How fearful are the ravages of death ! 
And every day, yea, every hour are scenes, 
Heart-rending scenes like these. 

The giddy throng 
Move on with lightsome step, and yet he treads 
Close in their path, with sickle all prepared, 
And, one by one, they fall to rise no more. 
^e fondest ties &re sever'd — hopes are crushed, 
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Beauty destroyed, and all is blight and wo. 
To day we live, — To-morrow it may be 
Our turn to meet this foe inveterate. 
And he the victor. Lo, whatever our joy, 
Such dark foreboding clouds it We but live 
In constant expectation of our doom, 
This dreaded, fearful doom. 

Yea, life is dark. 
The world is sorrowful, and what but wo 
Overhangs the future ! Tell me, is there aught 
To shed one ray of hope — to cheer the soul 
During a life so brief, so dark as this ? 
Ye, who are guided by a Power unseen, 
Who've search'd the mpteries of that wondrous Book, 
And walk as ^strangers" 'mid the multitude; 
Say, is there aught to cheer a saddened heart, 
A heart that's weary of this world's rude strife, 
Sick of its sorrows, tremulous with fear 
In view of death, and mortal's last abode, 
The dreary dismal tomb ? Is this the end, 
The final destiny of noble man ? 
There must existence cease, and, as the worm*, 
Or clod that covers him, must he become 
Extinct forever I Say, is there no hope ? 

CHRISTIAN PILGRIM. 

Yes, there is hope. Glory and praise to Him 
Who sitteth on the \]bxoBJ^ «iA\>e«L5^ ^ss'Sk 
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To every thing that liveth ; from the least 
Of forms invisible, to him who walks 
Erect and noble — as " creation's lord." — 
To Him who ** was, and is, and is to come," 
Who saw man's wretched state beneath the fall, 
And gave his Son a willing sacrifice, 
To make atonement To work out a full, 
Complete redemption, and the gift restore 
Which he had forfeited. Yes, praise to Him, 
Eternal, rapturous praise; for there is hope — 
Refulgent hope, that,' like the tints of mom, 
Or rainbow hues athwart the darkness, shines, 
And sweetly cheers us. ' Tis an ** anchor, sure 
And steadfast " ever to the needy soul 
Toss'd on life's boisterous ocean — a true star, 
To guide the weary mariner — the all 
Of mortal in this Ufe. — Oh, then attend, 
Child of the dust, give eajr to gospel truth. 
Lay hold upon this hope, this glorious hope. 
And grasp it firmly even to the end. 
True, earth is dark. Beneath Jehovah's curse. 
Pronounced long since, upon that fatal day 
When man became apostate, still it Ues, 
Groaning to be delivered. " Dust thou art," 
Was the Almighty's fiat, " and to dust 
Shalt thou return." Satan hath placed his foot 
Upon the soil, and ckims dominion here ; 
And death is one of his ambaasadoia, 
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Whom he employs in his usurped domain 

To scatter poignant misery and wo. 

The whole creation groaneth, and, alas! 

Hath groaned full long beneath such dismal reign; 

But He whose throne is from eternity. 

Who is above all gods, hath with the curse 

Decreed a promise, making it most sure 

With oath immutable — wherein we have 

Strong consolation in this vale of death. 

Earth is to be redeemed. The curse removed. 

Death banish'd ever, and that mighty Foe ; 

Who hath the power of death, to be destroyed. 

Christ, who bestowed his soul a^iacrifice 

For man depraved, hath risen from the dead, 

Triumphant Victor. As the golden sheaf 

That early ripens, doth the promise give 

Of a full harvest, and in* ancient days 

Was yielded to the Lord a aaered pledge 

By his true people Israel, — thus hath He 

Become First-fruit of all who sleep in him- 

A mom — a glorious mom is soon to break 

O^er earth^s long dreary night The Archangers tmmp 

Will herald its approach. He who was slain. 

In power and glory will descend to earth, 

As the bright Sun of righteousness; and then 

Millions will waken, those who long have slept — 

Prophets, Apostles, Patriarchs most just. 

And the vast catalogue o{ t\^q^»csv^ ^^<^ 
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Who died in faith of this transcendent morn. 

Will waken from their slunabers, and come forth 

To resurrection joyful — that of life, 

A never-ending Ufe. Mortal will then 

Put on the robe of immortality ; 

Dust that hath lain for ages will be changed 

To forms of beauty, shining like the sun 

In its meridian splendor. — Yea, like Him 

Who was transfigured on the holy mounts 

(Fit emblem of that morning:) or as when 

Hevealed in Patmos' isle, to him the loved 

Disciple of our Lord. — Most dazzhng foims, 

Yet, real, tangible : quick to discern. 

And to enjoy with an exalted zest 

All that is beautiful, and bright, and blest 

Of vast creation : — never more to know 

A sense of suffering, nor again decay. 

Or lose the bloom of youth by lapse of time; 

But still increase in beauty and delight, 

Knowing and doing all their Maker^s wilL 

Such will that morning be. This is the ^ first,*' 

. The "better resurrection; " shadow'd forth 
By pen of inspiration — -To the view 
Of dying man revealed, to urge him on 
To life of holiness, that he may share 
In all its glories. — Listen to that word. 
Give ear to those blest witnesses, who wrote 

As tLef were moved by influence divine^ 
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Of the pure gospel-hope — To Him who " spake 
As never mortal spake,'' — Oh listen now, 
And let the chart they offer be your guide 
Through this most lone and dreary pilgrimage. 

JOB. 

Man lieth down, and riseth not again ; 
Until the heavens shall have passed away, 
He shall not rise, nor waken from his sleep. 
With patience will I wait, yes, all the days 
Of my appointed time, imtil my change, 
My final change shall come. 

Oh that my words 
Were written plainly ! Oh, that in a book 
T hey might be printed ! or with iron pen, 
And lead be graven in the flinty rock, 
To stand forever! 

For I know indeed 
That my Redeemer liveth, and shall stand 
At that great, final day, upon the earth ; 
And though this body may be food for worms, 
Until destroyed, yet I shall then behold 
E'en in my fleshy my Savior and my God. 
Yea, my own eyes shall see him for myself 
And not a stranger's — Even now, my reins 
Consume within me with my ardent hope^ 
And earnest longing for that glorious da^^ 
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DAVID. 

Sing to the Lord, ye saints; Give thanks and siag 

At the remembrance of his holiness. 

'Tis but a moment that his wrath endures, — 

His favor seek, for in it there is life; 

There may be weeping through life's dreary ni ght, 

But in the morning joy will surely come. 

The wicked, though in honor while on earth, 

Are like the brutes that perisL In the grave 

Death feeds upon them, and the just shall have 

Dominion over them in that bright mom. — 

Yea, God will ransom from the grave's dread power 

My soul, and will receive me to himself. 

I wait for Him — my soul doth daily wait, 

And long for his appearing^ mow than they 

Who through the watching of a tedious night ^ 

Long for the dawn ; and in His word I hope. 

I shall behold his face in righteousness, 

And my desire will not be satisfied. 

Until I waken fix)m the sleep of death 

In His own likeness — beauteous and divine. 

EZEEIEL. 

A vision from the Lord. Led by his hand, 
And in the Spirit, was I carried forth 
Into the midst of a sequestered vale, 
Filled with dr}^ bones. I passed them round about — 
A multitude there were, and very dry. 
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He spake : son of man, can these bones live ? 

Lord God, thou only knowest, I replied. 

He gare command : Now prophesy to these, 

And say, Ye dry bones listen to the word ; 

Thus saith Jehovah, I will surely cause 

Breath to be given; sinews, flesh, and skin, 

In freshness shall appear, and ye shall live. 

And so I prophesied. And while I spake. 

There was a noise in that wild valley. Bones 

Together came — bone to its fellow bone; 

And when I looked, sinews and flesh were there. 

And skin had covered them. But still no breath 

Was in them yet Then came again command — 

Utter this prophesy : Thus saith the Lord, 

From the four winds come forth, O breath, and breathe 

Upon these slain, that they again may live. 

I spake as He commanded, and the breath 

Speedily entered them. They lived — they rose. 

And stood before me, like an army vast. 

This was the vision, and 'twas thus revealed. 

These are to represent all Abraham's seed — 

The Israel of God. " Behold," they say, 

" Our bones are dry, — our hope is surely lost," — 

We do not enter in the promised land. 

They groan to be delivered from the curse ; 

But thus Jehovah speaks : My people, hear ! 

A day will dawn, when all your graves shall be 

Burst by my power asundet. — X^^-eJ^Tafc^ 



108 THX 008PXL HOPE. 

And, quickened by my Spirit, like these bones 
Shall live again — an army vast and great 
Then will I place you in the promised land, 
The earth renewed — ycur own inheritance, 
Where ye may dwell forever. Then indeed 
Ye'll know that I'm Jehovah, and my word 
Is firm and lasting as the eternal hills. 

DANIEL. 

At the last day, when Michael, that great prince 

Who standeth for his people, shall arise 

To take the throne, and reign o'er all the earth ; 

There shall be trouble, such as ne'er was known 

Among his enemies. But at that time 

The tried and chosen ones, whose names are found 

Within the Book of Life, shall al! be saved. 

Many from out the sleepers shall awake 

To everlasting life; yea, all who choose 

True wisdom while on earth, shall then come forth 

Arrayed in brightness as the firmament. 

They who have borne the precious word of truth 

With care and weieping — night and day have toiled 

To gather souls to Chrbt, will then receive 

Their rich reward. — Immortalized and pure. 

With dazzling beauty, as the stars they'll shine 

Forever in the kingdom of our God. 

PAUL. 

Jf there yfa& nought beyond this tranaieut life. 
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As soma affirm; if all our hope in Christ 
Were centered here, we should be sad indeed 
Beyond our fellow-men. But 'tis not so : 
No, Christ our Lord hath risen from the dead 
First fruits of those who sleep. 

For since by man 
Was brought the curse of death, even by man 
The resurrection cometh. They all die 
In the first Adam, and are made alive 
By faith alone in Him the second man — 
The Lord from heaven. Yea, on that bless' J morn. 
When in the clouds with glory He appears, 
Even as He ascended, they shall rise 
With bodies glorious. In corruption sown, 
, In incorruption, glory, and in power 
They rise again. 

And we shall not all sleep. 
But to the same bright glory shall be changed, 
Within a moment, at that last great day, 
When Gabriel's trump shall sound. And then, when 
P ut on the robe of immortality, [all 

The prophet^s saying will be brought to pass: 
Death is forever lost in victory ! 
And now, O Death, where can thy sting be found? 
Where is thy victory, O thou dismal grave ? 
Thanks to our God, who doth the victory give 
Throunrh Jesus Christ our Lord. 



110 THE GOSPSL HOJE'f:. 

This is m J hope ; 
rm ready now to sleep, — my course is done, 
IVe fought the holy fight, — have kept the faith ; 
A crown awaits me, which the righteous Judge 
Shall give mo at that day. Yet not for me 
Alone a crown is waiting, but for all 
Whose hearts are ravish'd with the " better hope," 
And who are daily watching for their Lord. 

JOHN. 

How great, how wonderful indeed the love 
Our Father hath bestowed, to give a name 
So blest and elevated, — sons of God ! 
And such are we, beloved in this world. 
Yet still are mortal. — But when He appeai-s, 
Our glorified Redeemer — then we know 
We shall behold him, and be quickly changed 
Into the same bright image. Blessed hope ! 
It leads the soul to cleanse itself from sin, 
To turn aside from earth, with all its dross, 
And seek for purity, as Christ is pure. 
And I beheld in vision. — There were thrones* 
And many sat thereon, to whom was given 
Judgment and power. Among them, I beheld 
Those who had suffered cruel tortures here, 
And death at last, for beiug witnesses 
For Jesus and his truth. They lived again. 
To reign with him thoy loved a thousand years. 
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Blessed and holy are all they who share 
In the first resurrection ; for on such 
The second death eternal hath no power. 
Blessed they are ! For I beheld, and lo ! 
New heavens and new earth appeared to view. 
And that blest city, New Jerusalem, 
Descended to the earth ; and then a voice 
Proclaimed that God again would dwell with men, 
And call them his own people. From their eyes, 
Would wipe away all tears, and never more 
Should there be sorrow, crying, pain or. death, 
Because the former things had passed away. 

CHRIST. 

I am the Resurrection and the life : 
He that believes in me though he were dead 
Yet shall he live ; while whosoever lives, 
And in my name believeth in that day J 
Shall never die. 

Truly I say to you, 
Who here have followed me, in that great day 
Of restitution, when all things are new, 
And on his throne of glory he shall sit, 
The Son of Man; ye shall then with him reign, 
Upon twelve thrones, judging the chosen race, 
All Israel's tribes. And he that doth forsake 
Father and mother, houses, children, lands. 
For my name's sake, shall in that vt^tV^t^^w^ss^'s^ 
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An hundred-fold, with everlasting life. 

Angels shall come to gather the elect 

From the four winds, yea, even all the saints, 

From east and west, and from the north and south* 

To sit down in the kingdom of their God, 

Where, as the sun they shall forever shine ! 

Those who are counted worthy to attain 

The resurrection from among the dead. 

And that blest world to come, can die no more, 

But like the angels are. 

Ye that believe. 
Let not your hearts be trouble(\ We must part, 
But I am going to prepare a place 
Among the mansions of my Fatber^s house. 
Many there are, and when 'tis meet for you, 
m come again — receive you to myself, 
That where I am, there ye may also be. 
Ye now may sorrow, — then ye will rejoice. 
And none can ever rob you of your joy, 

CHRISTIAN PILGRIM. 

Thus have they spoken. This is truth divine. 
Eternal and immutable as Him 
Who hath revealed it This, the gospel hope. 
Is of more worth than all the choicest stores 
That earth contains. Gold cannot equal it, 
Crystal or diamond — 'tis the gem of gems — 
Pearl o£ great price, for which we well may part 
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With ail held dear, and. suffer the reproach 
Of a vain scoffing world ; yea, if- need be, 
Be persecuted even unto death. 
It cheers amid all trials, — bears the soul 
Triumphantly through each vicissitude 
That marks our pathway here» and, to the last, 
Even through Beath's dark vale, affords a joy 
No mortal tongue or pen can e'er describe. 
O glorious hope ! Praise to Immanuers name I 
Let earth, and seas, and skies, and all the works 
Of vast creation, join to utter forth 
Eternal praise to Him who hath decreed 
Man's resurrection, — immortality 
To all the pure in heart. 

Come, then, O come, 
Inquiring soul, sick of earth's carnal joys, 
Distressed and sad 'mid life's unnumbered woes, 
A.nd prove its solace. Cast aside all sin^ 
Repent, believe — and wisdom from above 
Shall pour its sunbeams round thee. Now, by faith 
These will be blest realities. E'en here ' 

The '* earnest " may be thine, and soon, aye, soon, 
To glad fruition will thine hope be changed, 
And faith be lost in sight 

Listen to Christ: 
" Come unto me, ye weary, laden soul. 
And I will give you rest" 

8 
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Come, then, Come^ 
And with a pilgrim tread this beavenlj road. 

IMQUIRXR. 

Tis joyful news ! — And may such hope be mine ? 

May such a nnner claim so choioe a gift, 

Eternal life, — a resurrection mom ? 

0, 'tis a boon too great, too precious far, 

For mortal e'er to ask. But in that word. 

Proven so clearly to be truth divine, 

It is inscribed. — And wherefore should I doubt ? 

Away, then, with all fears. The way is plain 

To which you point me, and I long to know 

The blessedness of this pure gospel hope. 

I turn from earth, with all its grievous woes. 

From Death, our enemy, and from the grave. 

So dark and dreary ; and to Christ look up. 

Who is the Resurrection and the Life — 

The sun of Righteousness — and in that light. 

With grace to aid, will follow, until life 

Passes away, or Jesus shall appear. 

" 1 must — / can — / will — I do bkliive." 
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PART FIRST. 

" No God !" the Atheist cries. ! hear that voice, 
While earth is all unfolding to his view, 
Mountain and valley, forest, field, and stream. 
Arrayed in beauty, bright with varied charms. 
Here, tender shrubs, and trees, with branches wide^ 
Casting a pensive shade; there, towering rocks, 
And leaping rills, and waters covered o'er 
With sparkling gems of light Tho verdant bank. 
The velvet lawn — and flowers, pure, lovely flowers, 
With tints so varied, delicate, and bright, 
And richly blended — tints, no painter's art 
Could ever reach. Here, from the ocean's depth. 
Most beauteous pearls appear ; and precious stones 
From earth's recess, all dazzling to the sight 
There, feathered tribes in brilliant plumage clad. 
Filling the woods with gaiety and life. 
The magic world of insects, unsurpassed 
In glowing colors, and unnumbered charms; 
Yet these, a greater part, revealed alone 
By microscopic aid — Yea, living things 
Of endless kind, through oceaxi, ^as!^ «sA «»> 
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All straDgely linked in one harmonious chain ! — 
These are before him — and a thousand more 
Bright scenes and wonders, language fails to tell; 
Yet hear the words his daring lips proclaim — 
** There is no God 1" 

He looks upon himself — 
Link most exalted in the living chain ; 
Machinery so complex, life is spent, 
And yet in vain, to comprehend it all. 
The stately form, with grace and vigor crownedy 
Its numerous chords so perfectly attuned ; 
Thought — boundless, unconfined — that ranges far 
Throughout the universe ; untiring still, 
Though ever on the wing. Powers, nobly free 
To will, devise, and sway — A quenchless thirst 
For ImmortaUty. -^ Yet he discerns 
Ko image there — No God shines out from these t 
He lifts his eye to those bright scenes above; 
The glorious sun, the milder, gentle moon, 
And hosts of stars, revolving in their spheres 
With harmony sublime. The radiant bow. 
And meteor's flame, and fields of dazzling light; 
Mysterious scenes, proud reason ne'er unfolds — 
But no deep sense of power and skill divine, 
Pervades the soul : no reverential awe, 
Or admiration of a great design; 
All, all to him are but unmeaning specks, 
By chance enkindled, to be bloUed out 
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As chance directs: it may be in an houi 

Aye, with the lightning's speed, convulsion seize 

The universe entire ; worlds clash with worlds, 

Systems on systems fall, 'till one dense mass 

Of awful ruin fills etherial space ! 

'Tis thus he stands. No everlasting arm 

Appears beneath the ponderous wheel of wheels. 

And he, for aught his wisdom can discern, 

May be in one brief instant changed to nought. 

The tempest rages — vivid lightnings flash 

From out the angry cloud — loud thunders roar — 

Winds boisterous sweep earth'ei mightiest things like 

The ocean heaves its billows mountiain-high, [straws; 

Tossing the freighted vessel, as a breeze 

Of summer sports with leaf, or downy seed ; 

And man's proud works are shiver'd — swept away 

Still, 'mid the war of fearful elements, 

The Atheist madly cries, « No God! JVo OodF 

He lists to pleasing strains. The murmuring brook 

The whispering breeze, the insect's gentle hum, 

And notes of birds, and melodies untold ; 

Mom's wakening carol — eve's most soothing strain; 

But heavenly voices these are not to him : 

They touch no chords of love and gratitude. 

That echo forth a deeper note of praise. 

The voice of nature may enchant lii&^vt^ 
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But reaches not his souL Aye, he may gaze 
XJ|K>n the gilded leaves and beauteous dress 
Of her majestic volume; but 'tis closed ! 
Amid the glories of the universe 
He stands unmoved. No mighty spirit breathes 
Throughout the whole. No secret spring is there ; 
Without a God, 'tis soulless — lifeless — all. 

Oh I where is joy, where peace, and hope for him ? 
And what can he impart to blunt the edge 
Of fife's unnumber'd woes ? Behold him now 
Amid those sad'ning scenes where wounded hearts 
Sigh for relief and led by social ties, 
To fellow-man breathe forth their suppliant moans: — 
" Who will befriend us ?" comes in mournful tone 
From the lone widow and the fatherless: 
«* Our only staff is gone. We laid him low 
In the cold sepulchre. Whom shall we trust? 
Where look for comfort in this bitter hour?" 
"Ah! trust to chance T the Atheist replies, — 
And deeper sighs resound upon his ear. 
They who have drank at earth's polluted streams 
'Till sick at heart, — who thirst for purer joy, 
With earnestness exclaim, *^ 0, guide our stops 
To some ti*ue fount !" He points them downward still. 
To those same streams, and bids them quench their 
He tells the mariner, when tempest-tost [thirst. 

Upon the 2?ouzidIess deep, 'tis chance controls 
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The winds and wares. The captive in his chains, 
Must weep and die alone : he cannot throw 
Into the dismal cell one glimmering ray; 
Yea, his own head must bear life's piercing storms 
Without a covert. — No bright bow appears 
To illume the sable cloud. Cheerless and lone 
He gropes his way, like some poor wanderer, cast 
On foreign shores, without a chart or guide. 
And in that final hour, when Death's cold hand 
Is fastened on tlie heart, the purple tide 
Ceases to flow, and gathering damps suffuse 
The pale, unearthly bi-ow ; — all, all is dark ; 
Life's fairest hues are gone, and not a star 
Gleams from the dreary canopy of night: 
Ah ! wretched one — he dies without a QodP^ 

PART SECOND. 

Turn now thine eye, and trace the Christian's path. 

Amid life's chequered scenes, its joys and woes, 

Mark well his footsteps — listen to his voice. 

And then decide wherein true wisdom lies. 

At morn behold him — pure and hallowed mom — 

When glows the landscape with reviving light. 

And living nature starts from her repose 

All fresh and joyous. See, he walks abroad, 

To catch the flame its matchless charms inspire: 

Flowers send forth richer fragranci^ — "SS^^aSi^"^^^*^ 
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In all their gay luxuriance, more fair, 
More brightly verdant seera ; while pearly dropsy 
Like beauteous coronets, adorn each lea^ 
And bud, and blade, and every mossy tuft. . 
With heartfelt j^ and gratitude, he sees 
These new memorials of a Maker's love. 
And seems to eatch the smile that nature wears^ 
Ho hears the forest warblers pouring forth 
Their untaught melody, and joins with voice> 
And overflowing heart List to his song : 

Father I who art in heaven above, 
All glorious, full of truth and love; 

listen whife with joy I raise 

My heart and voice in notes of praise* 

Twas thou who gav'st refreshing sleep. 
Bade angel hosts their vigils keep ; 
Thou mad'st the glorious sun arise. 
And bring new beauties to these eye& 

Yea, Thine own hand hath spread this scenes 
Bright sparkling gems on robes of green ; 
Thou gav'st the bird its thrillufig voice. 
And morn's outgoings mad'st rejoice* 

To Thee, Almighty God ! to The& 

1 lift the heart and bend the kn«e; 
Wilh joj an early offering bring, 

Ifjr Father I Friend — Etet»ai l^ifc^l 
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In noontide's fervent glow — at hour of eve, 

When darkness veils the earth, and silence reigns; 

List to his solemn prayer — his grateful lays : 

God is the first and last in all his thoughts. 

And fills his vision wheresoe'er he roves. 

When fearful tempests rage, and lightnings gleam 

In all their terror from the dismal sky ; 

When the fierce whirlwind prostrates in its might 

Majestic oaks, and mingles in the air 

Whatever adorned the lovely rural scene; 

When groaning earth gives way beneath the tread, 

And lofty mountains send out flames of fire; — 

A God! a God! the Christian loud proclaims ; 

Behold in these the tokens of his power !. 

He gives command, and elements obey ; 

Tis His almighty arm the lightning wields, 

And rolls loud thunder through the vault of heaven. 

Earth trembles at His look, and mountains bum, 

Enkindled by His breath. A God of might 

Made and controls this wide-spread universe. 

Those worlds unnumbered in the boundless sky, 

Yon radiant orb, that warms and cheers them all, 

The beauteous azure of the firmament — 

Earth's v«dant carpet, and its varied hues, 

So pleasingly adapted to the eye; — 

The graceful flow'ret, and its sweet perfume; 

Delicious fruits, and grain — refreshing springs — 

The cavern's treasures^ and tbe ««a!«>^^s6s»^sRj«v — 
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Beast, bird, and insect: man's most noble form, 

With all its wonderful machinery, — 

And every bounteous source of joy on earth. 

Are proofs to him of love and skill divine. 

And in them all he reads most solemn truth. 

Nature is full of meaning tx) his soul ; 

A ** still small voice" is borne in every breeze, 

And glowing lines are traced on every leaf. 

Day unto day gives speech — night unto night; 

Moons as they wax and wane — years as they roll, 

Fresh stores of knowledge bring. A quenchless fount 

Is ever open to his thirsty mind. 

And he hath still another book, more blest 

Than that of nature, though in harmony ; 

Displaying all the attributes divine, 

Yea, every page is stamped with Deity. 

He reads, and hope is kindled in his breast; 

A glorious hope of everlasting life. 

Of bliss extatic in a world to come. 

The vista of futurity is cleared 

From mists and darkness, as the mountainnside, 

When day pours forth its warm refulgent beams. 

'Tis there he finds a wondrous plan revealed, 

By which the guilty may obtain reprieve, 

And rise to seats of honor with the King ! 

A plan all radiant with love divine ; 

Mercy and truth commingling, like the hues 

In one Boft ray of light Good-will and peace 
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Proclaiming loud to fallen, rained man. 
'Tis there he gathers balm for every woe, 
Courage in danger, strength in time of need; 
When strongest ties are severed at a stroke. 
And earthly hopes by sorrow's blast are strown ; 
See what triumphant smiles beam bright through tears ! 
Hear him exclaim, " My Father holds the rod. 
And though he slays me, I will trust him stilL" 

Amid his fellow-men, behold him now — 
Consohng, aiding, guiding them to bliss. 
In them he sees the image of his God, 
Though fearfully debased, and marred by sin ; 
Souls that will soon in perfect glory shine. 
Or sink, like wandering stars, to endless night ! 
In their behalf his warmest prayers ascend. 
And heartfelt pity prompts the falling tear. 
See him in that low dwelling, where Disease 
And crael Poverty have joined to bring 
Its inmates to the depths of wretchedness. 
With tender hand, and marks of love sincere, 
He bears them needed aid; and scraples not 
To stay awhile where aught but comfort dwells. 
That he may throw upon« their darkened minds 
A ray of light, — point them to joys on high, 
And urge them to accept the Bread of Life. 
He stands beside the sufferer, and imparts 
Sweet consolation; "weeps with those who weep," 
And smooths the dying pillow, while he breathe^^ 
Into the moumer'a oac \X»a «oo'Qavxi% ^^swskl\ 
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0, let tlioso tears be dry, 
There's joy in store for thee; 

Lift to yon heaven thine eye — 
That bow of promise see ! 

Behold, a Being prreat in power 

Is near thee in this trying hour. 

An ear is bent to hear 
Thine inmost, secret sigh ; 

The falling of each tear 
Is watched with tender eye : 

While love, compassionate and free, 

ATieart o'erflowing gives to thee. 

He knows full well the grief 
That weighs thy spirit down. 

And offers sweet relief — 
A never-fading crown 

Is thine, if thou wilt own his care. 

And seek his grace in humble prayer. 

Look upward : He who made 
Those glittering gems of night; 

Whose voice majestic bade 
Dark chaos turn to light: 

Shines now upon thy dreary way. 

And bids the darkness turn to day. 

He caused the gushing rill 
In purity to flow 
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From yonder lofty hill 

To cheer the vale below ; 
And now a fount has op'd for thee, 
With streams of healing, fresh and free. 

Then let those tears be dry. 

And all thy mourning cease ; 
Though storms may rage on high, 

A voice is whispering — " Peace ! " 
That heavenly voice with joy attend — 
! rest in Him, the mourner's friend. 

And watch him now as he descends the vale, 
Where all is terror to the guilty mind ; 
Life's steady glow is changed to flickering gleams. 
And earthly scenes seem wrapt in twilight's shade : 
But Faith's pure light with growing luster burns. 
And heavenly visions rise upon the view. 
His mortal vigor fails, and Friendship's arm 
Is vainly proffered; yet the inward man 
Mounts as on eagle's wings, and He whose hand 
Measures the circuit of a thousand spheres, 
With rod and staff is near to guide him through." 
He fears no evil. 

Mark what holy joy 
Irradiates his features ! How sublime 
The heavenly calm that sits unruffled there ! 
And hear that gentle voice — e'en now he seems 
To join the choral anthem of the skies. 
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As fades the stars when morning rays appear, — 
As sunbeams sink beneath the western sky, 
Leaving a hallowed glory all around; 
So fades his spirit — thus the Christiah dibs ! 



GOD IS LOVE. 



'Tis Vritten on the sky ! The thousand gems 
That gild the azure vault, and pour a flood 
Of radiance o*er earth — The rolling cloud, 
And the bright bow of purity and grace; 
Mom's lovely tinges, and the unequal'd glow 
Of sunset; evening's pensive light, and night's 
Entrancing canopy, — Yea, all the change 
Of lights and shades upon the vast concave, 
Proclaim in vivid lines this glorious truth. 
Earth, too, declares it! On the waving grass, 
The mellow grain, the tall, widenspreading tree, 
The clear, soft rill, the broader, noble stream. 
And the deep rolling ocean, 'tis inscribed 
As with a sunbeam I All the varied charms 
Of earth's rich garniture, speak through the eye 
With eloquence. — Its choice, unnumber'd fruits. 
Sweet perfume borne upon the passing breeze, 
Thit breeze itself, so vivifying, soft. 
Through other senses speak : Upon the ear 
'Tis breathed in thrilling harmony, from low 
..Aolean strain of zephyr, to the deep 
And hollow murmur of the forest wind ; 
The birds blithe carol, and ten ti\<i\>sa5A\3asr^ 
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Invisible. — The change of seasons, too. 
Of day and night proclaim it, with the world 
Of being animate. Creation's "lord" 
The inscription beare in more exalted sense. 
His frame, so perfect, apt, and wonderful ; 
Of frail materials, yet formed with strength, 
Speaks loud of love — and then the inner man, 
The busy thought, impressions, hopes, desires, 
Susceptibility of joy, and hope 
Of immortality ; capacity for bliss 
Eternal, perfect — and for holiness; 
Yea, to be less than the Supreme in nought 
But his infinity. 

God has himself 
Owned this blest attribute. Upon that page. 
The lamp, the guide the hope, the all of man, 
'Tis traced with pen of inspiration, clear 
As noon-day brightness. Atheists may 8Co£^ 
The stoic arm his heart with brazen shield 
To blunt its pointed edge, yet there 'tis fixed 
Indelibly ; and many hearts will turn 
To seek that lovely source. From dross of earth 
More and more pure become, and burnish'd more 
By Him, the Great Refiner, till is seen 
A heavenly host, reflected without spot 
In that resplendent mirror. 

Clearer still 
'Tis hlazoDed forth in the redeeming plan, 
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That brought Id emh, from throne above the skiesy 

The mighty Lord of lords and King of kings, 

Clothed him in human garb, to all its ills 

Subjected him ; yea, more than mortal ills, 

Despised, forsaken, poor as humblest slave 

Upon his footstool — Even unto death 

Made sorrowful in spirit; ^ As a lamb 

Led to the slaughter," with the vilest slain. 

And sepulcher'd in earth : This wondrous stoop 

Of the Divinity, was but to raise 

That cup to man, himself had dashed away. 

To make him holy, happy, undefiled, 

An heir of endless bliss. . To gain a seat 

For him in Paradise — a diadem 

Of unsurpassing splendor, meet indeed 

For Seraphim. 

Each thrilling harp thaf s moved 

By angel choir — the firmament abova^ 

Beneath; — Creation's limitless expanse, 

All heaven and earth, Time and Eternity, 

Proclaim in everlasting harmony 

That God is Lovk. 



9 



LET THERE BE LIGHT. 



^wai mldoight o*er the infant earth, 
Nor «un nor stars had waked to birth ; 
The sable waters slept profound, 
And silence reigned on all around : 
Celestial spirits paused to see 
What work was wrought by Deity. 

A startling voice the silence broke -— 
*" Let there be liprht " ! The Almighty spoke, 
And rays resplendent parted o'er 
That new made earth — 'twas night no more; 
The joyona waters leaped in might, 
And seraphs shouted with delight 

The soul, that wondrou»-«rorld within, 
All covered with the shades of sin, 
Hath neither roioe, nor sound, nor breath, 
'Tis midnight chaos, fearful death ; 
Who, who can melt those clouds away, 
And bid such darkness turn to day ? 

The same Almighty roice is heard — 
" Let there be light " ! Oh, glorious word ! 

The soul awakes to life divine, 

UnrivalM beams of glory shine ; 

^Tis radiant with celestial peace, 
And jojm that never, Bfiivcx c«a&^ 



SEA SIDE MUSINGS. 



Oceaa ! I love thee well ; when thou dost wear 
Thy milder aspect, like a mirror iHoght, 

Picturing the upper finoameut, in £air 

And glowing colora, while its radiant light 

Makes every wave a heauteous gem appear; 
Oh! then thou art enrapturing to the sight — 

The clouds of sorrow are all chased away, 

And o'er the mind dance visions bright and gay. 

1 love thy darken'd waves ; — when winds ai'ise, 
And sweeping oe'r them seem like war's rude sound* 

Rousing the madden'd surge — And through yon skies 
Long peals the heavy thunder, as unbound 

From cave mysterious, while the lightning flies, 
Pouring a vivid flame on all around : 

There is an awful grandeur then abroad, 

That lifts the soul to meditate on God ! 

I love to muse upon thy depths — the store 
Of treasures that are bosom'd there, to lie 

In darkness ever: That from off thy shore 

Millions have launched, not dreaming 'twere to die, 

Yet ne'er were greeted by affection more; 
That Time will pass, and, in Eternity 

Thou'lt render to the call each fabric, rife 

Again with immortality and lifet 
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Roll on, thou mighty ocean ! There are bounds 
Set to thj waves, and every billow bears 

Impress of Deity. The angry sounds 
In tempest heard, His mighty power declares; 

Thy gentle music, too, his praise resounds, 
And mercy*s smile, thy unruffled bosom wears : 

Thou art the Ettmojts image, shadowing forth , 

The dazzling glories that fill heaven, to earth ! 



DEDICATION OF MOUNT HOPE CEMETERY. 



BOOHEBTEB N. T. 



" I've seen the moon gild the moutitain's brow, 

I've watched the mist o'er the river stealing, 
But ne'er did I feel in my breast, 'till now. 

So deep, so calm, and so holy a feeling ; 
'Tis soft as the thrill which Memory throws 
Athwart the soul in the hour of repose.' 



>y 



We come, we come, from out the world's rude noise 

and bustling throng, 
And enter this secluded spot, these hills and vales 

among, 
To consecrate a place of rest — a dwelling for the 

dead! 
Oh ! softly be each rising breath, and gentle every 

tread. 

Thrice hallow'd hour! that leads the soul to real 
scenes, away 

From such as life's illusive shades present from day 
to day; 

That softens and subdues each tone, checks those in- 
tense desires 

That end in nought, while purer thought «&.<! <»^ss&% 
it inspires. 



/ 
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No vaulted cellsy or chiserd work of ancient art are 

here, 
Nor costly trappings that adorned the tombs of yore 

appear; 
But Nature^s charms of loveliness are scatter'd all 

around, 
Embellishments most meet to deck such ooBsecrated 

ground. 

A silent eloquence is felt; Death and Eternity, 

Are traced upon the lofty boughs, and on the azure 

sky; 
The falling leaf bears solemn truth, imd in the breeze 

we hear 
Something of parting — sunder'd iies — the rooamer, 

and the tear. 

They'll gather hers, heartrstridcen onea» to bury from 

their sight 
The loved and lost, who mid lifers cates were wont to 

give delight; 
The infant, and the prattling child, youth, loveliest and 

best, 
And many an aged one — all, all will mingle here to 

rest. 

Freah Bowera will shed their fragrance here, uid g^aod- 
faJ willowB bend 



* 
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O^er the green turf that hides from view the mouraed 

and cherished friend; 
From these high hills the sparkling streams will mur* 

miir gently by, 
And pools of crystal purity within these valliet liiu 

How sweet and quiet an abode! Oft will the Btrangar 

tread 
Its paths, and seek among its tombs some record of 

the dead; 
To virtue's memory repay the tribute of a tear, - 
And learn the inscriptions Friendship wrought; 0! 

fiay, shall we be here ? 

Yes! many from among^ this throng in peaoefiil sleijp 

will lie, 
Unconscious of the charms around, or of the paufcir 

by; 

We\'e chosen for ourselves a home, dsA now upon tbB 

air 
Is borne the requiem that we sing, and our own fnttO- 

ral prayer. 

Mount Hops ! That heavenly name imports thy bigk 

and sacred trust, 
For 'till the trump shall sound, thou'lt keep inviolato 

our du€it; 
Then glorions forms will rise^ to dwell in refgion ftr 

more blest, 
ITAero nought caa ento Vo XAj*xw\i «k^^ '^'=«^'^^ 



THE TREE OF LIFE 



It stood in Paradise — a noble tree, 
Whose fruit imparted immortality. 
On man, Jehovah this rich gift bestowed, 
And thus his tender love and kindness show'd; 
Freely he might partake and ever live — 
What greater blessing could his Maker give ? 
Tet though so great; he spumed this granted good. 
And chose in sin to taste forbidden food : 
Alas! the curse — debarrM this precious tree, 
No hope remained of immoii^ity ; 
Frail mortal being; doomed to endless death, 
While God prolonged at will his feeble breath. 
I dmrs'd of the Lord, shut out from all the joy 
That reignM in Eden pure, without alloy; 
Dying, and hastening onward to decay — 
Oh ! what could this most dreary progress stay ? 
A ransom came — Jehovah sent his Son 
A sacrifice for sin. The plan begun. 
Was not to cease till that which had been lost 
Was back restored, howe'er so great the cost 
In the blest gospel, " life is brought to light,'* 
Eternal life greets now the raptured sight 
O/ him who trusts in Christ's atoning blood. 
And takes the pfi that's prd5er'd\v\m oi QtcA. 



b 
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Transplanted now, in the bright world to corner 
Which is the " Pilgrim's" everlasting home; 
The tree of life, that choice, celestial prize, 
To faith's pure eye still blooms in Paradise. 
On either side of that great stream which flows 
Like crystal clear, luxuriant it grows; 
Twelve different fruits it yields of choicest kind, 
And in its leaves the nations healing find. 
Most blessed hope ! All they that overcome, 
Who live in view of that eternal home, 
" Shall have a right " to the exalted tree^ 
And " mortal put on immortality ; " 
And all who will, while still 'tis called to-day. 
May turn from sin and endless death away ; 
To Jesus look and in his name believe. 
And this great gift, eternal life, receive. 



GOSPEL FAITH. 



How potent is its spell ! With mystic chain 
Of adamantine strength, it binds to things 
Beyond, invisible — rereals a world 
Of such transcendence, that this lower sphere 
Loses its brightness, and recedes to nought 
But a dim speck ; while life'ti ten thousand charms 
Are made to vanish like those beauteous gettis 
Neath moming^s fervid rays. A radiant light 
It sheds upon the dreariness of earth 
And softens down its woes : 'Mid fiercest storms 
Dispenses sunshine — On the darkest cloud 
Paints a refulgent bow — Ay, takes the dregs 
From sorrow's bitter fount — And brings to view 
O'er sin's sad ruins rising walls and towers. 
With lightning's speed Temptation's fiery darts 
Fall powerless beneath its mighty shield. 
Thus, more than victor, girt anew with strength, 
The soul may triumph o'er its deadliest foe. 
It penetrates the dungeon's massive walls, 
And pours in floods of such celestial rays 
That those in chains sing joyous notes of praise, 
Makes dismal dens and caverns to resound 
With strains melodious — Writes most precious words 
Oa all araand to stsiy the sinkiug «>u\ 
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Wbea danger threatens — Shuts the lions mouth, 
Subdues the raging fire, and lend^ a charm 
£^en to the martyr^s fi^got and his stake ! 
A soothing cordial to disease it brings, 
And, 'mid the strife of earth's rude elements, 
Peace, Uke a gentle rill — Yea, more than all| 
Irradiates the tomb^ and scatters flowers 
Upon its pathway — takes from death its sting, 
And from the grafe its final victory. 

sovereign antidote for ruined man ! 
Star only that can light his devious way — 
Blest golden wing ! on which with eagle flight 
From these dark vales of sin, and death, and wo, 
He soars to heights of purity and peace. 



THEIWINTRY WIND. 



Howl on ye winds; Yea, howl and roar 
With fury on — let each blast pour 

Its din unhallowM on my ear, — 

What harm to me ? There's nought to fear. 

The mighty God, whose fiat brought 
An universe to light, Who wrought 

All glorious things in heaven and earth, 
And to the mind of man gave birth : — 

At whose command the haughty wave 
Retires, no moie the shore to lave; 

And angry tempests quickly cease 
When but the word is utter'd, — " Peace !'* 

'Tis He who holdeth "in his fists," 

These boisterous winds : — where'er he lists - 
They spend their might, and at his will 

Hush their wild ravings, and are still. 

He is my Father —His blest care. 

And boundless love 'tis mine to share ; 
How sweet to rest upon his arm, 
WjA the assurance noug\il can \\wm\ 



HOPE. 

'Tis an anchor most sure, when the mariner to&t 
On life's ocean, his cordage, his mainsail ail lost; 
When the fiercest of storms are abroad in the air,' 
And darkness broods o'er him — almost in despair 
He grasps at this anchor — a smile lights his brow ; 
The gale may rage on, it can harm him not now. 

Tis a rainbow ! that circles the sky in its gloom. 
When grief fills the soul like the night of the tomb; 
When thunders have roll'd through the wide vault 01 

heaven, 
And lightnings have gleamed — Oh, then it is given. 
This bright bow of promise. How peaceful I How 

true! 
There's magic seems blended with each lovely hue. 

'Tis a star I fixed and clear in its radiant light — 
A sure guiding tttar, 'mid the darkness of night; 
Though clouds may obscure, let one glimmering ray 
Greet the eye of earth's pilgrim upon his lone way; 
His heart is all hght, and he treads erer on, 
With fipse^ buoyant itep^ till life's jowoey is done. 



THE TWICE-BEREAVED. 



Joy waked in those fond parents hearts like gushing 

rills of spring, 
And hopes were bright and fresh as flowers of sum- 

mer*8 blossoming; 
When ope\i the eyes of their first-bom to the blest 

light of heaven, 
Oh then it was they felt indeed a precious boon was 

given. 

They watched him in his infancy, and saw his pow- 
ers unfold. 

And each succeeding one to them, was worth a price 
untold; 

Till near two summers passVl — He walked, and lisp- 
ed in voice most sweet, 

Some simple words — a winning boy, the love of all 
well meet. 

But then, Death laid his icy hand upon that little 

brow, 
And he was torn from fond embrace^ and in thegmve 

laid low ; 
Aks, what poignant gtki o'er&owed thoie hMrta 

once full of joy -^ 
How hard wiiibiA the cK>ld daojp tarth to hj tboir 
own loved boy! 
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Their Maker trolled — another bud — - a secoad urn 

was given, 
And now thoee hearts again were cheered that had 

been sadly riven. 
Though ne'er the image of the first could be effaced 

from view, 
This in a measure filled the void, and raised their 

hopes anew. 

Yet few months passed — Death marked him too, 

and by his brothers side, 
They laid him down, that lovely babe, their joy, their 

hope, their pride; 
And to their desolated hearth, childless returned 

again, 
Ah ! who can tell the bitterness that filled their bo- 
soms then ! 

Thus twice bereaved I and wherefore ? asks the sym- 
pathizing soul. 

The answer comes — our God who doth all these 
events control, 

Hath spoken, though so sad it seems, in tones of 
tenderest love, 

Bidding those parents set their hearts and hopes on 
things above. 

Listen ye stricken ones! let not that voice be sent ia 
vain. 

Turn, turn from earth, whose joys are brief and mnp 
gled but with pain; 
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And seek a fount of endless bliss by faith in Jesus 

won, 
Then will the deep response go forth, <* Father! thy 

wiU be done." 



ADMONITORY. 



' Let us not sleep as do others, but let us watch and be sober.' 



Sleeping now ! Christian waken, 

'Tis the time to watch and pray ; 
Darkness reigns, but 'tis the darkness 

That precedes the dawn of day ! 
Rouse thee — buckle on thine armor, 

Nerve thee with the Spirit's power 
To resist the fierce temptations 

Gathering in this final hour. 

Sleeping now I there's danger lurking 

Fearfully on every side; 
Should the cry be made, " He cometh," 

Where would then be found his bride ? 
Not most surely, wrapped in slumber, 

Unadorned to meet her Lord ; 
No, she would be wakeful, ready, 

Joying, trembling at his word. 

Sleeping now ! Ah, let the wicked 

Who will not in Christ confide, 
And the promise of his coming 

Most unblushingly deride — 
Let THEM if they choose such portion, 

Be enwrapp'd in sleep profound, 

10 
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But be up and doing. Christian, 
Ere the seventh tramp shall sound. 

Sleeping now! all Hearen is watching. 
Anxious for the approaching day: 

Satan also^ and his legions 
Wait its dawning with dismay; 

Rouse then — buckle on thine armor, 
Nenre thee with the Spirit's power, 

O be wakeful, watchful, ready. 
In that final trying hour. 



INVOCATION. 



Spare, Father spare I who haat thus &r thy grace 
Deigned to impart to kindred near and dew; 
Still, I beseech reveal thy smiling &oq, 
And condescend those much loved ones to cheer 
With the rich boon of Health. Vouchsafe thy care 
To save from fell disease — spare, Father, spare. 

Give me a trusting hearty that night and daji 
I may commit them cheerfully to thee; 
Feeling assured Thou doest well alway. 
And what thou will'st is best for mine and me ; 
Oh may we^still thy boundless mercy share, 
Unworthy as we are, — wpare, Faither, spare! 

Stay^the dread pestilence, that oV the land 
Spreads desolation, sorrow and dismay ; 
Slacken the terrors of lliy chast'ning hand. 
And bid this messenger of deatli give way ; 
Though meet for judgment, yet awhile forbear, 
E'en our rebellious land, apare. Father st^at^l 



THE CHILD'S SLEEP. 



[Suggested by the account of a little girl, who died, saj- 
ing, as was her custom when going to rest — " Goud night, 
mamma, good night"] 

Dear child ! she laid her down to rest. 

Calm as the summer's breeze; 
Just as it gently wakes at eve. 

And sighs amid the trees. 

** Good night,*' she breathed in accents sweet, 

And closed her dreamy eyes. 
As if with sunbeams of the morn 
Again to wake and rise. 

Alas ! she knew not of that sleep, 

So fearful, so intense ; 
And knowing not, she feared no ill, 

That babe of innocence. 

And so she slept — but not to wake 

To earthly light again ; 
To feel no more the mortal thrills 

Of pleasure, or of pain. 

But parents take your treasure now, 
And Jay it in the dust; 
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Your eye upKfted, and the heart 
Cheerful wilh hope and trust. 

True as there is a God in heaves, 
When death's daik night is o'er, 

Your little sluraberer will awake, 
And rise to sleep no more. 

If " heirs of God," *twill be your joy 
Then to behold her face; 

And join with her in songs of praise 
To grace — triumphant grace. 



THE PENITENTIAL TEAR 



There^s many a tear that dims the eye 
From sorrow's fountain wide ; 

And many a low, heart-broken sigh 
Tells what the soul doth hide. 

But though that fount be deep of woe, 

One tear that issues thence, 
Is more than all the streams that flow — * 

The tear of penitence. 

It speaks of holy love within, 

Of trespasses forgiven ; 
A spirit waging war with sin, 

The same that reigns in heaven. 

Nor costly pearl, nor gem so rare, 

In all their loveliness, 
Can with this simple tear compare 

That shines with heavenly grace. 

He whose abode is vast and high. 

Beholds it with delight; 
0/ all that dims the mourner's eye, 
Ttf direst in His siglit 
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For in that heart he deigns to dwell, 

And stamps his image there ; 
Ah ! ever doth he love full well 

The penitential tear. 



8 PRING. 



** For lol the winter is past, tho rain is over and gone, tb» 
flowers appear on the earth, tho tia>e of the SLDging^ of 
birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in otir 
rand." 

Hear^st thou sweet music that through earth ia nn^mg^ 
From hill and vallev, field and forest lone — 

From gushing riil, and leaping cascade, bringing 
Its wonted free and glad, yet solemn tone ? 

Seest thou the earth, new robes of verdure wearing, 
And buds unfolding in the fervid ray — 

The leaf expand, the tender shoot appearing, 
And lovely blossoms bursting from the spray. 

Hast thou beheld the clear, soft light of heaven f 
The seraph clouds that float upon its breast ? 

And brilliant hues that gild the sky at even. 
When day's refulgent orb hath sunk to rest ? 

Has the mild breeze from southern climes caressM thee^ 
Starting afresh the current from thy heart ? 

Have sunny smiles, and dew and fragrance blessM thee 
And do these all a thrill of joy impart ? 

There is a voice with earth's sweet music blending. 
On every iea^ and opening bud, a line : 



BPRTNG. 153 

Wood, field and stream soft notes to thee are sending^ 
Listen, they breathe of life, and love divine. 

Mark how decay and death have gather'd round us» 
Beneath the cold and cheerless reign of sin ; 

Its icy hand with fetters strong has bound us. 
And nought but desolation dwells within. 

But when the Sun of Kighteousness appeareth. 

In all the melting fervor of his rays; 
New robes of beauty then the spirit weareth. 

And breathes to Heaven a song of joy and praise: 

Soft dews descend, and gentle showers to nourish 
The soil, where grace fertility restoied ; 

Plants of celestial birth take root and flourish, 
Making the waste a *^ garden of the Lord.** 



A VOICE FOR THE SLAVE. 



Oh pity the slave, as he groans 'ueath the rod 
More terrible far than the scourges of Gkxl; 
Than pestilence, earthquake, or withering breath 
Of dreaded sirocco — that herald of death. 

The slave is endowed with a gem thaCs divine^ 
And may like a star of the firmament shine; 
But the casket enclosing it bears a dark stain, 
And hence like the brute he must ever remain. 

Oh pity the slave in his agonized grie( 
When the voice of affection can yield no relief 
For the friends of his heart are most ruthlessly torn 
And away from his presence in anguish are borne. 

Fond parents upon their loved children may 8mile> 
And an hour of despondency seek to beguile, 
Yet fear, like a canker-worm preys on their joy, 
And ever the first buds of hope doth desti'oy. 

The slave ! how he toils under task-masters stem, 
From whom ancient Egypt might cruelty learn; 
Still day after day, and each week toiling hard. 
Yet baviDgno profit, receives no reward. 
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But the darkest of deeds that is wrought 'neath the 
Which slavery in her foul spirit bath done, [sun, 
Is to shut out the sold from HeaverCs pure lights 
And leave it to wander in darkness of night 

No Bible, no Sabbath, no fdtar of prayer, 
The saints blest communion he never may share ! 
No light on his pathway — alas for the slave ! 
His soul's fondest hope is the rest of the grave. 

Oh pity the slave ! and impelled by that love^ 
Which brought the Redeemer of men from above, 
Go forth to his rescue — act nobly — and pray 
For the death of oppression, and Freedom's bright day. 



A BIBLE ORNAMENT. 



1 Pkteb, III. 4. 



Thcro 18 a gem — a priceless gevn, 
More lovely than the diadem 
Where precious stones in radiance glow, 
That decks an earthly monarch's brow. 

'Tis beauteous in Jehovah's eyes, 
By Him esteemed a valued prize; 
And who this ornament doth wear 
Is sure His gracious smiles to share. 

A " quiet spirit " — Though life's cares 
Press on the soul, and thousand snares 
Beset on every side — yet still 
Enduring patiently each ilL 

And if reviled, or with disdain 
Approached, reviling not again; 
Meek, gentle, like our blessed Lord, 
Returning not an angry word. 

This is the gem that God approves. 
The ornament he truly loves: 
Who would not seek so great a prize, 
And thus be loye\y \iv ll\% ^^^^^ 
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The gaudy IrappiDgs of the gay. 
Glitter awhile, then fade away ; 
But this through ages hence will shine^ 
More lustrous still, because divine. 



TO THE 8LAVEH0LDSB. 



"WHOSI n TBU IMAOB AVD tVFBUOKIPTIOir?*' 



Say, ye wlio hold your fellow man, 
In chains of slavery strong as death; 

Who claim him all life's little span, 
And scarce allow him claim to breath : 

Whose image do ye there behold ! 

And what the name inscribed thereon ? 
Tell what it is thus bought and sold, 

Then see how dark the deed that's done I 

Listen, what saith the word of Gk)d 
When He existence first decreed, 

For him who walked the earth abroad, 
The noblest of his works inceed. 

**' Let us make man a living soul ; 

In our own image let him be : 
Crowned with dominion, upright, wholes 

True likeness of the Deity." 

And He beheld the work complete. 
Then with exalted pleasure stood 

'Mid all his hosts, the Holy Great, 
Eternal One pronounced it ^ good." 
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The semblance there can still be traced. 

In powers of intellect and thought, 
Though sadly in those souls defaced 

Whom thou hast so unjustly bought. 

And yet thou bddly canst proclaim 
Because thus marr'd and crush'd by thee— 

A slave is not a man — Oh, shatne! 
How deep the guilt that rests on thee, j 

Rouse, ere the kindling wrath of Heaven 
In lurid flames burst o'er thine head ; 

Whilst thou to sad despair art driven, 
All peace and hope forever fled.^ 

Render to the .Eternal Gbd 

What e'er His mai'k and image bear; 
Ay, wield no more oppression's rod 

If e'er thou would'st Hb mercy share. 



LUTHER AT TUE DIET OP WORMS. 



Intrepid) godlike man I Behold him there 
'Mid the assembly vast Princes and kings 
In all their royal dignity. The proud, 
And worldly-wise, and almost deified 
Prelates and Bishops, with the varied names 
Of church ambassadors, intent to awe 
The great disturber of their carnal joys, 
And chain him at their feet. 

Behold him there — 
Meek, humble, patient, yet with loftiness, 
Surpassing all around, even as the sun 
In morning splendor shines above the stars! 
He speaks with wisdom, and with mighty power, 
And stands triumphant victor o'er his foes. 

We see the oak, that monarch of the wood. 
Year after year battling the storms of heaven, 
A nd tho', perchance, touch'd by the lightning still 
S tanding unmoved ; we wonder and admire. 
A noble ship goes forth upon the deep. 
S urge after surge sweeps with a vengeance by. 
And every sea threatens to overwhelm ; 
Yet on it moves, buffets the wind aud waves, 
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Outrides tlie stonn, comes safely into port 

Amid the acclamations of a crowd. 

Praises are showered upon the conqueror's head 

To martial courage greatest honors given. — 

But^ what are these^ compared with such a seen* 

As we contemplate, when a child of earth 

Undaunted stands, amid the fiercest war 

Of moral elements, yea, overcomes, 

And '' more Uian conquers " — rises higher stilly 

And gains new strength with every victory ? 

And what was Luther's power ? What was the rock 
On which he stiDod, that seemed of adamant ( 
'Twas simple " faith in God." He had espoused 
The cause of tinith — eternal, holy truth ; 
And He, whose attributes are infinite, 
Vouchsafed his blessing. 'Twas Omnipotence 
That girt him round, and well might he defy 
All earthly foes, ay, e'en ihe hosts of hell. 
Oh glorious display ! The power of faith. 
So simple, yet sublime, — that raises man 
From a mere earth-worm to the exalted height 
Of sonship to the Eternal — ons with Gob. 
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OHRISTIAN SIMPLICITY. 



Bat I fear, lest, by any means, as the Serpent begnfled fere 
through his snbttlty, so your minds should he oormpCed 
from the simplicity that is in Christ 3 Cor. xL 3. 

Christian simplicity — a choice, rare gem, 
In these degenerate times. Yet lorely still 
Wherever found. An honor to the name 
Of Israers God — bespeaking that true faidi 
Which will be found 'mid all the counterfeits, 
Alone to endure the great and burning day I 
Simplicity's the garb of Piety, 
Her native garb. She ever shuns display, 
But seeks, by contrast with the gorgeousness 
Of earthly pride, to publish to the world 
That there is something more substantia], pure^ 
And lasting, than the baubles of this earth. 
On which to place the heart 

Where there is love^ 
That love that prompted Jesus to forego 
The bliss of Heaven, and to lay down His life 
A willing sacrifice ; there will be found 
No putting on of outward ornaments, 
But simple, plain attire, such as becomes 
A follower of the Lamb. 

How can it be 
HuU Ood, the Holy one^ communes with pride! 
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Hi6 spirit dwell within a heart that's fixed 
Upon its idols ! Vain, presumptuous thought I 
Alas! that truth can be perverted thus — 
Its Author so blasphemed ! 

Behold that Fane^ 
Reared high and costly. 'Tis adorned within, 
And made to minister to ease and sloth ; 
Fashion is there, and emulation. Yet 
Tis called a temple, sacred to His praise 
Who hath declared — " I dwell with humble ones, 
Contrite in spirit" See the worshippers 
Assembled there. In glittering, gay attire, 
Each with the other vieing who shall be 
Arrayed most richly. Prayer to heaven ascends; 
But, with the gazmg eye, and knee unbent, 
They seem spectators only ; and the song, 
Professedly, of praise, is only heard 
As if to please, or with the critic's ear. 
Behold, around the sacramental board, 
The waving plume, and flowers of gaudy hue. 
With "gold, and pearls, and costliest array," 
Adorning those who come to celebrate 
The dying love of an ascended Lord ! 
Mark these — and say, ib this in unison 
With true devotion ? Is Qod honored thusf 
Was this the spirit by a Wesley shown, 
A Fletcher Bramwell, yea, a holy Paul, 
Or Christy our true example! 
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O, beware! 
Christian beware I He, who so wily crept 
Into an Eden, and beguiled the hearts 
Of our first parents, still is lurking round. 
Ready to lure from holiness to sin. 
Beware, lest he corrupt ^our minds away 
From the simplicity of godliness. 



GOD— THE GIVER. 



'' Ever J good g^ift; and every perfect gift is from aboTe;Md 
Cometh down from the Father of Lights." 

Yes, Father ! I behold thy bounteous hand 
In every blessing that ddights my soul : 

They cause a deep, deep fountain to expand 
Of gratitude within me, as they roll 

Unnumbered, plenteous — love and mercy shine, 

Clear as the sunbeams, beauteous and divine. 

Earth's verdant carpet is a gift from thee, 

And flowers that spring, of varied form and hue; 

The matchless grandeur of the forest tree. 
The glories of the mom — its sparkling dew, 

And fragrant air — the balmy breath of even; 

Father! by thee alone, all, all are given. 

Thou sendest forth the quick'ning genial shower, 
And harvest-fields look smiling — boughs beud low 

With weight of luscious fruit, and every hour 
Through the long sunshine comes the gentle flow 

Of mountain rill, or insect's hum, or song 

Of forest warblers, a bright^ joyous throng. 

And there are social joys. Friend meets with friend 
And holds communion blest — The household ties 
That cause such heartfelt sym^atlx^^^Si^Nssi^ 
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A holy charm to home, they ever prize 
Who have a 8011I to foel. Here we may see 
Tokens of love — gifts, our God from thee? 

But, unsurpassed, the gift of Thy dear Son, 
To save from sin — to bring the wanderer, lo8t| 

Back to the fold, and have the work begun 
Of full redemption. This great gift hath cost 

A price untold. And we will give thee praise 

Beyond the bounds of time, through endless days. 

Oh what a heart, and what a life must be 
His, who receives the good thou dost bestow, 

And yet views not the Giver — turns from Thee^ 
And all ungrateful, doth not care to know 

Aught of thy character, thy boundless love, 

But spurns the message sent him from above: 

Such are not conscious of true joys. They live 
But half the life thou givest — Yea, 'tis more 

Than kalf of life to know that thou dost give 
Our every blessing, and thy grace adore: 

To all our pleasures there's a holy zest, 

And e^en in triab we are richly blest 



INVITATION. 



' Come unto me all ye that are wearj and heavj laden » 
and I will give you rest" 

Pilgrim do thy cares oppress, 
In this toilsome wilderness ? 
Art thou longing to be free ? 
Jesus says "Come unto me." 

Trust then in his sacred word, 
Cast all care upon the Lord; 
He doth hear each mournful plaint 
Coming from the weakest saint 

Rest — that earth can ne^er bestow. 
Such as Jesus left below. 
Is the boon ye may receive, 
If in Him ye but believe. 

Dying sinner ! — tempest-tost, 
Witliout mercy ever lost: 
Listen to that voiceof lov€^ 
Gallmg to thee from above. 

In thy present state, thouUt be 
Ever *^ like the troubled seaf 
Bat in Jesus there is rest, 
Come — thou wilt b^ «7et\&S!i^ 
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Blened word I more predous far 
Than earth*8 choicest treasores are : 
Whatsoever oar sorrows be, 
Jesus saith — <* C<Hne unto me.** 
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WHAT IS TRUTH. 



Look upward ; — read it in the stars that deck the azure 

sky, 
And in the soft and silvery moon, enthroned with ma* 

jesty; 
The gorgeous orb that scatters night, and with reviving 

ray 
Spreads life and beauty all abroad, imparting joyful 

day. 

Ay, read it in the opening cloud that poms its treas- 
ure down, 

Whose bounteous gift, ungrateful earth but seldom 
deigns to own ; 

In that triumphant arch that shines with bright and 
varied hue, 

From out the storm, like Mercy's smiley sq bcautifu? 
and true. 

Behold it in those glittering drops tiiat gem each ver- 
dant leaf. 

As mom's unrival'd charms appear; — pure, lovely 
and yet brief; 

In rivulets that flow unchained through flowery mead 
and vale, 

Glad'ning the soil whose fragrant «tote& ^ ^I&ssqkk^^ 

Bweeta exhale. 
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Upon the tracklefis ocean read, and in the woody gladeP 

Among those lofty boughs which form the forest's 
lonely shade; 

In rugged clif& by river's side, and those smooth rocks 
that seem 

Like duseFd work ; — in mossy beds along the wind- 
ing stream. 

Listen I 'tis in the robin's note that comes at early 
dawn, 

In all the witching melody that sounds o'er hill and 
lawn; 

Its humbler strains the insect breathes upon the sum- 
mer air, 

And in tiie zephyr's gentle sigh — yea, it is even there 

Oh, study these, and lay aside earth's evanescent lore, 
The priceless gem is found amid creation's boundless 

store; 
In all the works of Deity its lustrous beauties shine* 
For every impress of His hand is nought but truth di* 

vine. 



PLBAD FOR THE RIGHT. 



Though there may be l^ons round thee^ 

Evil spirits, pressing hard; 
Though a marshai'd host surround thee^ 

And would fain the work retard : 

Plead for the right 

Speak aloud for truth and justice^ 

Let the wicked nations hear ; 
Warn them of a coming judgment^ 

Speak aloud and never fear. 

Plead for the right 

Truth is mighty and will conquer — 

Like an adamantine shield, 
'Twill avert the deadly weapons 

Which the foes of Virtue wield. 

Plead for the right 

Though an earth and hell oppose thee, 

Onward let thy motto be; 
Onward, till the ranks of error 

Fall at thine approach, or flee. 

Plead for the right 
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PLIAD FOB TBS BIQBT. 



Ood win aid thee by his Spirit, 

And a bright angelic band 
Will surround thee. Press then onward. 

For the truth at all times stand, 

Plead for tiie right 
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HEALTH STANZAS. 



There are pearls from the ooean, 

And gold from the mine, 
And gems of rich beauty 

Resplendently shine; 
And coronets gleam 

With the diamond so rare, 
Most precious ! none other 

Can with it compare. 

There are many things costly 

And bright o'er the earth, 
To things of great beauty 

Hath God given birth : 
Yet brighter, and better. 

And choicer than^wealth, 
Pearls, gems, or the diamond, 

The treasure q^ Health. 

Who, who would not seek it^ 

And who does not prize 
This best of all blessings 

That's found 'neath the skies I 
Yet oft it is bartered 

By many for nought. 
Save some gross enjoyment, 

Not worthy their thought 
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Away with all viandsi 

All sumptuous fare — 
Let me but this blessing 

Of health ever share; 
ril court not the honors 

At Fashion's loved shrine^ 
While the wealth of the Indies 

Can ne'er equal mine. 

Oh, give me a breathing 

In pure air of heaven, 
Which God in great mercy 

To mortals hath given; 
And let me drink, oft 

From the bountiful springs 
Which flow forth so freely, 

To gladden all things. 

My diet be simple, 

As Nature designed. 
For health of the body, 

And strength of the mind: 
Then toil will be pleasant, 

Refreshing my rest; 
And hfe, though so chequer'd 

Be peaceful and blest 



THE FOREST TREES. 



How beaatifull How beautiful! the towering forest 

trees, 
Majestically waving in the summer-evening's breeze; 
There's grace in every motion, and each verdant bough 

appears, 
Inwoven with its fellow, like the ties of early years. 

How silent and imposing ! Like sentinels they stand. 
As if to guard the entrance to some bright and holy 

land; 
Or consecrated temple where the Presence from above 
O'ershadows every worshipper, and melts the heart 

with love. 

There is a spell in gazing, we know not how to break 

A thousand pleasing images within the soul awake ; 

Of forest choirs — and sacred haunts — and those 
primeval days 

When nought was echoed through the world but Na- 
ture's joyous praise. J 

And there is purest worship within the forest now. 
Unceasingly arising from every lofty bough; 
The stars in silent grandeur are watching from on high, 
And calmness, sweet and holy, is spread abroad th« 
sky. 
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Oh ! 'da moat blest and joyous to turn aside from earth, 
Its ceaseless wail of sorrow, and harsher din of mirth ; 
To be by these borne upward to realmi of blissful 

light, 
Where all that greets the vision is beautiful and bright 

Thanks to the great Creator I He loves to give us joy, 
What'er His hand hath fashion'd is still without alloy; 
That name of matchless glory is clearly stamped on 

theses 
The beautiful, the verdant, the towering forest trees. 



THE BIBLE. 



^is a lay of purest ligbt, 
Beaming through the depths of night; 
Brighter than t^n thousand gems 
Of the ooetliest diadems. 

Tis an orb — more radiant far 
Than the ^surest evening star; 
Tea, the sun outshining even 
When it rides midway in heaven. 

^Tis a fountain — pouring forth 
Streams (^ life to gladden eartli ; 
Whence eternal blessings flow, 
Antidote for human woe. 

'Tis an ocean — vast and dear, 
In which rays divine appear, 
Bearing freight, the choicest store 
Ever borne the wide earth o'er. 

Tis a mine — ay, deeper, too^ 
Than can mortal ever go; 
Search we may for many yeai% 
some new, licb gem appeam. 
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Bkned Bible! preeioot wofd f 
Boon most sacrad fiom the Lord ; 
Gloiy to His name be gireiv 
For tUi belt ficb gift from Heafen. 
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DIVINE OOKSOLATIOK. 
'* Comfort ye, comfort je mj people, saith jour God." 

Christiaii soul, desponding 

Look above, and see 
What sweet words of comfort 

Are addressed to thee ; 
Words of heavenly import, 

True as is His throne, 
Spoken by thy Maker, 

Claim them as thine own. 

Earthly scenes are passing, 

Passing quickly by ; 
Many trials, crosses^ 

In thy pathway lie : 
'Tis but for a moment, 

Very soon the bright 
Joyful morning oometh. 

All wiU then be light 

0, the blissful prospect ! 

Cheer thee^ droopinjg one; 
Soon thy war&re^s ended, 

And thy course is done; 
And a crown of glory 

Thoa wilt ibexi lOAim^ 
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Lift thy heart with gladneaii 
Yea, look up believe. 

Soon jour King is coming 
In the clouds of heaven. 

And all earth^s dominion, 
Will to him be given; 

Other powers will crumble^ 
Like the chaff will flee — 

And the saints will gather 
To the Jubilee I 

Earth renewed as Eden 

Then will be thy home; 
Through the dreary desert 

Thou no more wilt roam 
ThereMl be no more sorrow. 

Tears all wiped away, 
No more clouds or darkness. 

But resplendent day. 

O, the blissful prospect I 

Drooping soul arise: 
Cheer thee — and with ardor 

Hasten to the prize; 
Look — the day is dawning I 

See the day-star bright, 
Let these words of comfort 

Make thy baidens light 



LIFE. 
" What will a man give in exchange for his sonlT 
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Who does not prize existence / 

What being can you find 
Within Qod's vast creation. 

Possessing aught of mind. 
But would resign all treasure^ 

All friendship, honor, give, 
Tea, all that he possesses^ 

Yield cheerfully, to live ? 

Life — life — how dear and precious I 

Man roams tbe wide world o*er 
In efforts to preserve it, 

And counts his gathered store 
As nought when measured with it: 

He fears by night and day, 
Lest this^ his dearest treasure, 

Be torn from him away. 

" An inch of life, O give me P 
The djing Queen implored ; 

" ril give you millions for it " — 
Such was her earnest word, 
Alas! what then were richesi 
In that meal fd«tf\ai\iQ!v>x\ 
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Of what avail her kingdom, 
With all its pomp and power f 

Eternal life is offered 

To fallen guilty man; 
How merciful the Giver, 

How wonc^erfnl the plan ! 
O mortal strive to gain it, 

Through Jewi Christ 'tis given; 
He's waiting a petition 

Your Advooate in heaven. 



THE NEW EARTH. 



When this fair globe, that hatb so long; 

To sin's dark reign been given. 

Is blotted as a cursed thin^ 

From out the hosts of heaven; 

Oh ! then from His untiring hand 

Who gave creation birth, 

Another yet more bright will epattg -r- 

A new and joyous earth* 

To faith's pure eye its hills and videa 

In beauteous robes appear. 

Its gushing rills all luminous, 

Its silent waters clear; 

And verdant groves and blossoms fair 

Within the vista rise, 

With shaded grot and flowery walk. 

And bowers of Paradise. 

Tet more transcendent glory still, 

Attunes the heart to praise, 

And bids the joyful lips break forth, 

In ever-grateful lays; 

The same that wakens joy in Heaven, 

And constitutes its worth — 

Unsullied beams of righteousness, 

Adorning that *'new eajfttir 
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Thrioe blened orb ! From every momi^ 

And every glen ihall rke 

A quenchleaB flame of perfect love^ 

Accepted aacrifice; 

Each haUowM mem, and noon, and eve» 

Seraphic notes will bear, 

And He who covered Sinai*8 top 

Shall dwell in glory there. 

The ** morning stars '^ will then again 
In bfky songs unite, 
And all the sons of Ood raise high» 
Their shouts of pure delight: 
Tea, Qod himself will call it "good,*^ 
And that bright work divine, 
Amid the countless gems of lights 
For evermore will shine^ 



THE WORLD TO COME. 



TuKE— Happy land. 

There is a world to come, 

Blessed and pure; 
It is the Christian's home. 

Long to endure. 
0, 'tis a world most bright^ 
No more death, nor woe, nor nighty 
Faith views it with delight, 

Knowing 'Us sure. 

There Jesus Christ shall reign, 

All glorious King I 
There music's rapturous strain 

Ever will ring : 
Saints, who, in ages bj. 
Suffered, and were called to die, 
Thera in sweet harmony. 

Anthems will sing. 

O, 'twill be paradise^ 
Eden restored ; 
All beauteous in their eyes 
Who love the Word: 
Wastes that are now so drear, 
Like the rose shall UoBMys^ >!cl^sw^ 
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And be a garden £ur, 
Ai saith the Lord. 

There li(e*t unfieiding tree 
Will bloom moBt (air; 
And Immortality 

ItB leavea shall bear: ^ 

While a pure stream will flow. 
And a joy no mortals know 
Will to each soul bestow^ 
Who enters there. 

O that bright world to oome ! 

Tongue cannot tell 
How blessed is the home, 

Where saints will dwdl: 
Turn then from sin away» 
And the Word oi God obey. 
Then at the last great day, 

All will be well. 



CHRISTIAN PILGRIM'S HOME. 



- And Uio InhibiUnitliall not say, I am sick.*' 

Look away feeble pilgrim, now aighing with paiO| 
To the fair promiaed land thine own haven of reai; 

That couch where for weariaome daya thou haat kiiH 
Will ioon be exchanged for a mwuion moat bleat 

How cheering the pronpect! No chill piercing air, 
Will ever aweep over thoae realma of delight; 

No poiaonoua vapora or peatilenco there 
To leave their deatructive and withering blight 

No aickneea — no, not the leaat ahadow of pain, 
And e*en from the /ear of diaeaae not a ligh; 

Thy body redeemed from the ciuie will remain 
Still perfect, while agea on agea roll by. 

Look away then, worn pilgrim, to that bleeaed home* 
And in the aweet promiae with oonBdence reat; 

The day ia approaching when Jeaua will corner 
And lead thee away to thy oiaimma. ia UmL. 



PRAYER. 



O it is sweet, 
At early nDrn, even the first faint glow, 
' To rise from our repose, and lowly bow 

At Jesus' feet 

Tis sweet to seek 
When the proud sun is midway in his course 
Hia face who is of all true light the source^ 

Who guides the meek. 

At dose of day. 
When wearied with its labors we retire 
To lose the thoughts our waking hours inspire, 

Tis sweet to pray. 

'Tis blest to pour 
Into His ear our heavy tide of woes, 
And that our hearts may find a true repose^ 

His grace implore. 

And when the heart 
Is full of joy, 'tis blessed then indeed 
To praise and pray, for every good we need 

CM dottrimparU 
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From day to day, 
Fiom hour to hour, in sunshine sni in stoim 
When joy appears or grief in any foim, 

^Tis sweet to pray I 
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THE CHRISTIAK. 



" I receive not Honor from Men." 



No ; the world may scorn and hate nie^ 

They may cast my name aside 
As a worthless thing, and leave me, 

All my hopes and joys deride; 
Not THEIR honor am I seeking, 

Not their plaudit do I crave ; 
But to Him alone am looking, 

Whose all-potent arm can save. 

Yes, to Him, the mighty Savior, 

Do I look to be approved ; 
In his smiles am peaceful ever, 

Happy if by him beloved ; 
This is honor worth my seeking, 

Worth a life of toil and pain; 
Let the world then shun and leave me, 

Give me this — Til ne'er complain. 

What would earthly favor yield me. 
While I drew my latest breath ? 

Could its witching flatteries shield me 
From the cruel grasp of death ? 

What enjoyment would it give me 
When the world was wiapl m ^to^ 
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To behold in glowing colore 

On Fame's lofty donoe my name ? 

Should I take it as a passport 

For an entrance to that land, 
Where the saints arrayed in beauty 

And immortal life shall stand ; 
Not a groat would H arail me. 

Worthless then should I appear, 
And be sent away with mourning, 

That my name was written here. 

Yes, let me be like my Master, 

. He was scorned by all the great, 
Ever active^ yet receiving 

For the good he did, but hate : 
Frowned upon, despised, rejected, 

Treated with contempt most base ; 
Thrust from earth as too ignoble 

Even here to claim a place. 

In thy footsteps I would follow. 

Blest Immanue), with mine eye 
Fixed alone upon that honor 

Coming ^om the throne on high. 
Having ihis^ Tm blest for ever, 

Qmwn OB ihioe own right haavd * 
Will my name^ though moat unwortbyy 

Threi^;h ^tooftl i4;e9 BtuML 



THE LOVE OF JESUSi 



The love of Jesus — who can speak its worth f 
Not all the riches of Qolconda's minei 

Nor choicest stores that ever bless'd this earth, 
Compare one moment with this gem divine. 

Worlds, suns, and systems vanish into nought, 

The mighty universe itself grows dim, 
When all the powers of intellect are brought 

To contemplate this ever-glorious theme. 

The love of Jesus ! Tis as high as heaven, 
Deeper, far deeper than the ocean^s cave; 

The work is vain for highest seraph even. 
To reach its depth, or fathom yet one wave. 

No words can e'er reveal its wondrous height, 
Its length and breadth exceed all human thoiight ; 

Tis matchless, boundless as the realms of light, 
And still with everlasting mysteiy fraught. 

Shout! ye angelic choiis!. Prokng the sound; 
Let ev'iy heart and voice with rapture move! 
Te JBortala, echo the wide earth around 
EmaptaxiDg strainsof "ptam V> S«na' Vfn, 



